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By QUEEN ArsEm-O'MALLEY, I 
& Cynruia Wu, I 


Eprror-in-Cuier & Forum Eprror 


After 373 years of preparing stu- 
dents for higher education, Boston 
Latin School still provides a world-class 
education, and has a strong alumni base, 
dedicated teachers, and enough extracur- 
ricular activities to fill multiple pages in 
the agenda book. But as BLS students, 
it is only when these are endangered 
that we realize how lucky we really 
are. The entire city of Boston is facing 
a budget cut — and since the Boston 
Public Schools receives 79 percent of its 
funding from the city, this means serious 


_ decreases in the school system, effective 


the 2009-2010 school year. In addition 
to a few schools being closed altogether, 
every school in the system will have to 
reallocate its budgets. In the worst-case 
scenario, Boston Latin School would face 
a 16 percent cut in the budget, receiving 
about $2 million less than needed for 
next year. If this were to happen, the 
BLS community as we know it would be 
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drastically changed by cuts to faculty, 
administration, and programs. 

Because a school’s budget is based 
on enrollment, the number of students 
accepted 
at Boston 
Latinacan= 
not change. 
And in or- 
der to save 
as many aca- 
demic teach- 
ing positions 
as possible, 
the first jobs 
to be cut will 
be nonteach- 
ing staff and 
administra- 
tors, Lhe 
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Recession Hits Home 


astounding progress with professional 
development among the faculty at Boston 
Latin School, coordinating program direc- 
tors and involving students and parents 
at a higher 
level. With 
a smaller ad- 
ministration 
— seven work 
ing under 
Ms. Mooney 
Teta instead 
| of twelve — 
there will be 
less super- 
vision over 
zindividual 
Gterp 74 muti: 
ments, less 
= discipline 


nurse-to- 
student ratio would be 1:1200; guidance 
staff 1:450, and the library would revert 
to closing at 2:15 P.M. due to a lack of 
staffing. 

In her two years at the helm, Head 
Master Lynne Mooney Teta has made 


for students, 
and less support for teaching staff. The 
loss of the program directors means that 
departments’ curricula may well become 
less cohesive. Since Ms. Mooney Teta 
works closely with her administrative 
team, losing almost half will have a severe 


impact on how the school runs. 

In addition, in this worst-case 
scenario, cutting classroom teachers is 
simply unavoidable. Along with a reduc 
tion in the number of teachers come 
larger class sizes and fewer options for 
students. The Boston Teachers’ Union has 
a contractual maximum of 31 students in 
each high school classroom, though even 


that limit may be compromised. Think of 


the English teachers: for every essay that 
they assign, they will have to read and 
grade even more, leaving them less time 
and attention for each student—writing 
skills may be corroded as teachers will 
have less time to provide comments and 
constructive criticism. 

At present, one of the great things 
about junior and senior year is the ability 
to have increasing control over selecting 
classes. Rather than just taking US His- 
tory, students can also take American 
Foreign Policy or Facing History. Seniors, 
however, may be reduced to taking five 
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Barly Tuesday morning, January 6, 
2009, large smoke clouds covered entire 
neighborhoods, spanning from Fenway 
all the way to the South End. Located 
only five minutes away from Boston Latin 
School, seven independently owned stores, 
including six restaurants, were completely 
gutted by an immense four-alarm fire. The 
estimated total cost of damages is well over 
five million dollars. 

Firefighters arrived promptly at the 
intersection of Kilmarnock and Peter 
borough Streets just after 2 A.M. to find 
the entire row of businesses completely 
engulfed by large flames. More than 100 
firefighters appeared at the scene to douse 
the blaze, which had created billowing 
clouds of smoke and smog that polluted a 
nursing home and nearby apartments. 

_ The fumes were so overwhelming 
that firefighters were forced to evacuate 


_ 130 of the senior citizens, some of whom 


were in wheelchairs, out into 20 degree 
weather. A dangerously high level of car- 
bon monoxide was later discovered inside 
adjacent residences. Light winds sent that 
smoke more than a mile away from the 
Fenway area. 

Boston firefighters and investigators, 
with the help of Yahtzee, an accelerant- 
sniffing dog, sifted through the rubble of 
the locally dubbed “Restaurant Row,” an 
extremely boprines destination for Red Sox 


Global News Tidl 


fans to grab a bite near Fenway Park. Even 
baseball (and dance) phenomenon, Jonathan 
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ments in flames. James Hoben, the owner 
of Mexican restaurant El Pelon Taqueria, 


CAL RESTAURANTS 


Papelbon, once scoured the street after a 
home game. 

The inferno destroyed numerous 
local restaurants such as El Pelon Taque- 
ria, Rod-Dee Thai Cuisine II Fenway, 
Sorrento’s Italian Gourmet, Thornton’s 
Fenway Grille Restaurant, Umi Japanese 
Restaurant, and The Greek Isles. 

Restaurant owners rushed to the 
scene that morning to find their establish- 


a local favorite known for their gargantuan 
burritos, bemoaned that his restaurant was 
the sole income for his family. This is the 
second time in just over a year that El Pelon 
has been damaged by fire. Others, such as 
Nick Kolettis, owner of The Greek Isles, 
could do nothing but weep. 

While the cause is still unknown, 
authorities believe that the devastating 
fire began in the corner of the 10,245- 
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ed then a new master’s de 


square-foot building where Thornton’s 
Fenway Grille once stood. Fortunately, 
no one was injured in the blaze. However, 
two firefighters did slip on the icy pave- 
ment. The William McKinley Prepara- 
tory High School on Peterborough Street 
was converted to a large refuge center for 
firefighters seeking shelter from the frigid 
weather. The parking garage neighboring 
the restaurants received significant water 
damage due to the water pumped by the 
firefighters. 

Due to the close proximity and its 
reputation for cheap eats, the eclectic row 
of restaurants on Peterborough Street was 
a favorite for Boston Latin School students. 
It served as a hangout spot providing afford- 
able food for hungry students. Helen Zhao 
(IID laments, “I loved El Pelon Taqueria! It 
was a tradition to go there with my friends 
whenever we hung out, and it’s so sad to see 

_it destroyed in a fire. Also, I’ve heard that 
Rod-Dee II was really delicious and wanted 
to go try it sometime, but now I'll never be 
able to!” 

The majority of students who have 
experienced the charm of the Fenway fa- 
vorites now regret that they were not able to 
experience all that it had to offer. Gabriella 
Betances (II) comments, “It’s a shame that 
the restaurants burned down. I only got 
to enjoy the food once and I was looking 
forward to going back regularly.” 

Hopefully, despite the inferno in 
the Fenway area, the beloved “Restaurant 
Row” will return to its original glory. 


an A 107-yearold Chinese woman 
has finally decided to look for her first 


- s _ spouse~preferably, a fellow centenarian. 
_ Guiying Wang was afraid to get married 
when she was young because she often 


at witnessed husbands beating their wives 


ind did nc not want to end) up in the same 


Joni Mitchell was right: You don’t 
know what you’ve got ’til it’s gone. 
Cliché, perhaps, but the Argo staff has 
certainly realized this recently, in 
terms of budget woes, people we 
take for granted until they move 
away, or a Cup Noodles supply 
that runs out right before you 
get hungry. 

But, to use another old 
saying, there’s a silver lining in 
every cloud. The budget crisis has 
brought together students and 
faculty, forced us to reevaluate our 
priorities, and has prompted cre- 
ative thinking about how to work 
around cuts. Old friends visit 
(thanks, Jamie), help out (thanks, 
Ari!!), and keep in touch (thanks, 
Alex). Cup Noodles are replaced 
with McDonald’s French fries. 
There is a lesson in it all, and the 
next time a hardship comes up, 
we are a little bit better prepared. 

Late January is probably a good 
time to be thinking about hardships — 
counting down until February vacation, 
hoping fervently for either a snow day 
or a cold day. This issue is filled with the 
weighty matter of Boston Public Schools 
budget cuts, with a special guest article 
written by student leaders from Boston 
Latin Academy. 

Luckily, to cheer us up, Valentine’s 


Ceasefire 


By NELSON ArRnows, III 
; STAFF WRITER ; 


In the wake of World War II and 
the Holocaust, Britain made the United 
Nations-approved decision to split Pal- 
estine into two independent states, one a 
Jewish state, Israel, and the other an Arab 
state, Palestine, which is made up of the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip. 

Since the decision in 1947, the 
area has been a source of near-constant 
violence, and the ongoing conflict has 
culminated into the recent Israeli offen- 
sive into Gaza. In response to frequent 
rocket attacks fired from Gaza into 
Israel, breaking the ceasefire between 


the two states, Israel has conducted ex- has baled: ae damage done to children Continued on page 3 
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Day is just around the corner, and the 
Argo has a few suggestions to make it 
the best ever: 

----Argo is selling carnations, which make 
the perfect sweetheart/stalkee gift. Find 
a staff member, and buy as many carna- 
tions as you can carry! Yes, they may be 
delivered on Friday, the 13", but the suave 
lines on the cards will make up for any 
bad luck. (And the commercials, starring 
Mr. Flynn and Ms. Lewis-da Ponte, are 
worth buying a million carnations for.) 
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----Let the BLS Gentlemen’s Society 
teach you how to be a proper gentleman, 
bow ties and all. (And for the ladies, make 
sure you hold the guys to the code of 
chivalry discussed in the Versus question 
on page 5!) 

---Impress a date with your in-depth 
knowledge of local news, international 
conflicts and sports — showing how well- 
rounded you really are! 

----Speaking of dates, take your sig- 
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nificant other (or crush, or BFFL, or 
just yourself) to a movie: Kate Winslet 
and Leo DiCaprio reunite (finally!) in 
Revolutionary Road, and while it’s not up 
to Titanic standards (can anything com- 
pete with Celine Dion?), it’s probably 
worth it just to see the pair. (As long as 
it’s not My Bloody Valentine 3D. “Nothing 
says ‘date movie’ like a 3D ride to hell”? 
Seriously?) 

----Spice things up with a romantic 
Mexican dinner (look up the best venue 
on page 11) whose price won't 
make you sweat. 
----Crosswords always make a 
| great gift... 

As you can see, we're al- 
| ways here to help. (So return the 
favor and buy carnations!) 

The Martin Luther King 
Day long weekend allowed us 
to spend a little (a lot) of extra 
time on the Argo. So much for 
relaxing for three days... 

But somewhere in those 
caffeine-and-sugar-fueled hours 
sitting at coffee shops, franti- 
=cally texting almost every staff 


E covered the original issue of 


roots, we corrected the volume 
number on the front page — and realized 
that our 2008-2009 school year marks 
the 40th anniversary of the. Argo! We'll 
celebrate properly next issue, when we 
have a bit more time to spare. 

Until then, have a great January and 
February, and enjoy! 


---Queen Arsem-O’ Malley, I 
& Chenglin Yuan, I 


Declared in Palestine 


tensive air and artillery strikes into Gaza. 
It also expanded the offensive to ground 
warfare. Israeli military officials reported 
that they are pinpointing launch sites of 
Hamas rockets and targeting those, as 
well as weapons caches, Hamas facilities, 
and tunnels used to smuggle supplies into 
Palestine from sympathizers in neighbor 
ing countries. 

Many soldiers have been wounded 
in the fighting, and a fair number of 
civilians have also been injured through 
rocket attacks. The Palestinian death toll 
has surpassed 1,000 people, at least 300 
of which are children, and nearly 100 of 
whom are women. Ann Venemen, head 


of the United Nations Children’s Agency, 


“unacceptable” and “tragic.” It is esti- 
mated that a few hundred, from a total 
of nearly 15,000 Hamas fighters, have 
been killed so far in the conflict. Some 
Israeli politicians are vowing not to rest 
until the military capabilities of Hamas 
are essentially crippled. 

Palestinian hospitals are reported 
to be filled beyond their carrying capac- 
ity with wounded civilians. International 
news sources agree that these hospi- 
tals are undermanned and are running 
extremely low on even the most basic 
medical supplies. Approximately 5,000 
Palestinians have been wounded in the 
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the Argo. Going back to our. 
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By RACHEL McKay, I 


STAFF Writer | 


To some Boston Latin School 
students, the three 


Snow Daze 


ter break, many things were suspended 
at Boston Latin School. Term finals were 
not given, textbooks were left in lock 
ers, and the highly anticipated Holiday 


Snow eoeeeanred By Ha Wa? THEY NST ANNOUNCED | YES! ) TALK ABOUT LUCK! 
the weather gods be- Hit <chonis ARE CLOSED ES! Ee YOu TAN DO 
fore winter vacation iTS A SNOW DAN! YES! | YOR HOMEWORK AND 
were a blessing. To WHEEEEEEE,’ ' | YOM) ag GET IN 
others, they were a \ 


nightmare. 

On December 
19th, 22nd and 23rd, 
classes were cancelled 
not only for Boston 
Public Schools, but also > 
for numerous others in 
New England. Harsh * 
winds, freezing tem- 
peratures, and over a foot of snow hit 
Boston, prompting Superintendent Carol 
R. Johnson to close the Boston Public 
Schools. 

The average high school student 
knows well enough that snow days do not 
just translate into sleeping in and snowball 
fights. With the snow days just before win- 


By SHAILAGH SINNOTT, I 


& CAROLINE DRAPER, 1 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER & News Eprror 


Some people may ask, is chivalry 
really dead (see page 5)? It may be in 
some places, but certainly not at Boston 
Latin School. Thanks to the brilliance of 
seniors Joe Callahan (I), Nick Kopsiaftis 
(1), Charlie Conlin (D, and Shaun Walsh 
(), the essence of a gentleman is kept 
alive through an exclusive club: The 
Gentlemen's Society: 

You may remember the Senior 
Spotlight on BLSTV featuring Marvell 
Lahens (I) and Lorenzo Albala (I), who 
introduced us to the Society, and gave 
the male populus of BLS some basic tips 
on “How to Become a Gentleman.” Since 
then, the club has been hard at work 
learning how to ballroom dance, dress 
sharply, and give to charity. 

Members feel that their greatest 
accomplishment so far has been the 
Toys for Tots fundraiser in December. 
Collaborating with some of society’s 
most renowned gentlemen, The United 
States Marine Corps, Lahens organized 


CEASEFIRE IN PALESTINE 


Continued from page 2 


offensive. The Red Cross, an organiza- 
tion that has a consistent reputation for 
being neutral, has condemned the Israeli 
military for failing in their obligations to 
protect civilians in the offensive. 

Several Palestinian towns 
have essentially been lev- 
eled by air strikes and 
tanks, and in one town a 
burial site was disturbed, 
causing bodies to be un- 
earthed. The Security 
Council of the UN has 
voted to ask that Israel 
stop targeting homes of 
Palestinians, a violation of 
international law. Around 
15,000 Palestinian civilians 
were forced to leave their 
homes due to air strikes or 
imminent ground assaults 
and have taken shelter in 
a United Nations school, 


Concert was postponed until January. 
Although Term II was extended by two 
days, students were still scrambling to get 
everything done. 

“The extra vacation days sounded 
good at first, but they barely felt like any- 
thing. Teachers just pushed back work, 
and I had to study a lot during vacation,” 


said Sam Ho (II). Most students would 
probably agree. With or without a lot of 
homework, the snow days just gave stu- 
dents more time to procrastinate. While 


RIGHT, BUT THERES OVER 
TWO FEET OF SNOW THAT 
REQUIRES OUR IMMEDIATE 
AND UNDIDED ATTENTION . 
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some were upset by the delays, others like 
Matthew Spellman (II) were delighted 
with the school cancellations: “The snow 
days were awesome! I was able to relax, not 
worry about school, and just enjoy a little 
free time, something that’s hard to find 
when you're a student at BLS. I also loved 
the snow days because teachers didn’t have 


Boys No Longer 


the drive, which aimed to collect toys for 
underprivileged children. Thanks to the 
rest of the members of the club and Latin 
School’s generous students, cent begs of 
toys were col- » : 
lected and giv- 
en to children 
on Christmas | 
morning. 
However 
successful the 
Society may § 
be, there is still 
doubt as to what 
they actually do. 
“Our Toys for 
Tots drive was 
very successful. 
People don’t 
give us enough @ 
credit — they @ 
think the club is 
a joke!” says co- 
founder, Shaun 


OUR VERY OWN KNIGHTS IN SHINING ARMOR 


because a “joke” club does not engage 
in deep philosophical discussions about 
what it really means to be a gentleman. 
Nor does it organize etiquette seminars 


J RIRST OMINGS 7 MATH WILL 
STILL BE 


time to assign homework, since they were 
right before vacation.” 

Unable to communicate with stu- 
dents over the break, teachers had to 
find a way to contact 
them if something like 
this were to happen 
again. Although some 
teachers do not have 
a Teacher Web page, it 
could become manda- 
tory for teachers to 
| update students about 
assignments during 
unexpected school 
cancellations. 

To avoid com- 
munication mishaps, 
students should pre- 
pare for potential cancellations and bring 
home all the materials needed to be pre- 
pared for such events. 

In the meantime, snow day lovers 
can take comfort in the fact that winter is 
not over until March. After all, there may 
still be potential snow days for the Boston 
Public Schools to come. 


THERE WHEN 
WE SNOW 
MELTS 


men’s Society? Callahan says they hope 
to continue learning how to ballroom 
dance with the ladies and to help more 
charities throughout the city; he believes 
that “the kids at our school need 
_ an elite group of determined young 
men to look up to, and that is what 
the Gentlemen’s Society plans to 
do.” In the near future, the club 


will be holding another seminar to 
teach boys how to become men by 


instructing them in the principles 
of a true gentleman. 


The Society is looking forward 
to more successes in the upcoming 
months, and ladies should stop by 
room 131 on Wednesdays to see 
their progress in learning etiquette. 
Remember, chivalry is not dead at 
Boston Latin. 

The Gentlemen’s Society 
strives to promote the overall quali- 
ties and characteristics of a gentle- 
sman. However, Christian Onuoha 


Walsh (D. 
To anyone who thinks this soci- 


ety is a joke, it is highly recommended — 


that you re-evaluate your assumptions, 


two weeks due to the danger of rocket 
attacks from Palestine. In spite of the 
Israeli attacks, Hamas has continued to 
fire rockets into Israel, exacerbating the 
situation. There is still a great deal of fear 
in Israel that more rockets will land and 
harm civilians. 


The UN has called repeatedly for a 


HAMAS ROCKETS DEVASTATE ISRAEL 


with Dr. William Carroll, a very experi- 
enced gentleman himself. 
So what is next for the Gentle- 


rockets to be fired into their country 
from the Gaza Strip. 

Until Tuesday, January 13, Hamas 
has also been entirely unwilling to com- 
ply. The UN has brought their aid op- 
erations in Gaza to an end after UN aid 
stations were hit, and UN workers were 
killed by air strikes and ground troops. 
Both sides in 
the conflict 
have been ac- 
cused of vari- 
ous war crimes 
including tar- 
geting civil- 
ians and using 
them as shields 
in the fight- 
ing. Bolivia’s 
president, Evo 
Morales, has 
' even gone so 
_ far as to cut 
“4 diplomatic 
relations with 


EIsrael and 
has called for 


hoping that they will be 
safe in the international building from 
the warfare. 

Meanwhile, Israeli students are 
just getting back to school after missing 


ceasefire between the two countries, but 
Israel has declared that the offensive will 
not end until they are completely sure 
that there will be Ad‘ chance for more ” 


them to stand trial at an international 
criminal court. 
The conflict has been met with 


“protests across the world; ihthidiiig Bos~" “at best. 


(I) more accurately describes the 
experience when he says that “being a 
gentleman is so much more than just a 
club. It’s a way of life.” 


ton, which is also calling for a ceasefire. 
Protests against Israel’s actions have been 
held in Harvard Square, Park Street, and 
in front of the Israeli embassy. There 
have been countless other demonstra- 
tions worldwide, both condemning and 
supporting the actions of Israel. Some 
of the largest have been in London and 
Madrid, at times numbering in the tens 
of thousands. 

Ongoing negotiations in Cairo 
between Israeli diplomats and Egyptian 
mediators, as Israeli diplomats refuse to 
communicate directly with affiliates of 
Hamas, have yielded a series of compro- 
mises. On January 18", the militant group 
Hamas declared an immediate ceasefire, 
giving Israelis one week to withdraw all 
troupes from the Gaza Strip. This deci- 
sion followed Israel’s unilateral ceasefire 
announcement. Israel has agreed to 
withdraw on the condition that Hamas 
stop all attacks, while Hamas will uphold 
the ceasefire only if there is a complete 
Israeli withdrawal and if humanitarian 
aid is allowed for Palestinians in the 
Gaza strip. 

While there is an end to the con- 
flict for now, the ceasefire appears to 
be temporary and the peace, tenuous 
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By Marie JANE BASTIEN, I 
& Jessica McNEILL, II 


Boston Latin ACADEMY CORRESPONDENTS 


Mixed emotions filled Boston Latin 
Academy on Thursday, January 8, 2009 as 
news of a budget cut spread through the 
halls. On that day, it became common 
knowledge that the Boston Public 
Schools would be facing a significant 
reduction in funding for the 2009- 
2010 fiscal year. The maximum that 
would be cut from BLA’s budget 
would be 15 percent. 

A 15 percent cut means 
$1,312,838.70. A 15 percent cut means 
that an entire modern foreign lan- 
guage department, two writing teach- 
ers, a chemistry teacher, a health 
teacher, a librarian and a librarian 
paraprofessional, a security parapro- 
fessional, a nurse, and an administra- 
tor will have to go. A 15 percent cut 
means more study halls, fewer classes, 
and fewer electives. 

The reaction of the student 
body, faculty, and alumni is one of 
disappointment, anger, and deter 
mination. Many feel that the budget 
cut is unjust. “BLA already does not 
get enough funding, but we do our 
best. This cut will hurt us deeply,” 


er Exam School Feels the Pain 


the state mandate of hours of instruction 
time will not be met.” 

“It will be hard for students to 
obtain a proper education and be able 
to venture out into this competitive 
world,” said Ms. Mary Moniz, a librar- 
ian at BLA, “I know that each school is 
running on the bare minimum of staff 


a 


Honors Society. Ms. Michiko Homann, 
the head of the Japanese Department at 
BLA, has worked hard over the past ten 
years to bring the Japanese program to 
where it is today. The program, known 
for its volunteer work, has a student 
exchange system with a sister school in 
Japan and works together with Showa 
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teach me about a culture and the many 
lessons of life.” 

During these distressing times, 
teachers at BLA have found a way to use 
this budget cut to benefit. Ms. Bridget 
Byrne, a U.S, History Honors and AP 
Government teacher, has woven the 
budget cut issue into her lessons. She has 
taught her students their rights as 
United States citizens and encour 
ages them to write letters to Mayor 
Thomas M. Menino, Governor 
Deval Patrick, and other govern- 
ment officials to convince them to 
give the education system what it 
needs in order to thrive. 

In any case, students are not 
going down without a fight. Boston 
Latin Academy’s Student Forum 
officers have created a petition pro- 
testing the severe budget cut, and 
have coalesced with Boston Latin 
School and John D. O’Bryant stu- 
dents to get this petition circulat- 
ing around their schools. Students 
also rallied outside of Faneuil Hall 
during Mayor Menino’s State of 
the City address, where BLA senior 
> Moriah Smith had the honor of 
introducing the Mayor. 

Despite the economic prob- 


said Boston Latin Academy senior 
Melysa Latham. 

In a written impact statement, 
Boston Latin Academy Head Master Ms. 
Maria Garcia-Aaronson explained how 
these budget cuts would take away from 
BLA’s mission as a college preparatory 
high school: “This being a critical year for 
college applications, the students would 
be at a serious disadvantage at com- 
petitive colleges/universities. As we are 
exclusively a college preparatory school, 
our mission will be compromised. And 


RECESSION Hits HOME 
Continued from page 1 


major classes instead of six, limiting 
options even further. The core subjects 
ot English, math, science and history 
are safe, due to state requirements and 
standardized testing. But other crucial 
subjects — modern foreign languages in 
particular — are in danger. In fact, fel- 
low exam school Boston Latin Academy 
has decided to cut its entire modern 
language department in order to deal 
with their budget crisis. Loss of such an 
important subject in any Boston Public 
School makes choosing classes even more 
difficult and important, as college admit- 
tance becomes even more competitive, 
and the classes that a student takes make 
a large impact. “It’s not getting any easier 
to apply to college,” says Michelle Diop 
(I). “If there’s no diversity {in class op- 
tions], every student will look the same.” 
Since BLS is strictly a 
college preparatory in- 
stitution — 99 percent 
of graduates attend 
4-year colleges, and we 
have the highest col- 
lege graduation rate 
in the BPS —a blow to 
our ability to compete 
for college admissions 
is a serious matter. 
Of course, extra- 
curricular activities are 
extremely important 
for a student’s college 
portfolio as well. If the 
15 percent cut passes, 
the first classes to be 


and supplies, but now having to resort 
to taking away from that bare minimum 
is devastating.” 

Curtailments in the modern for 
eign language department will eliminate 
Boston Latin Academy’s esteemed 
Japanese program, one of the things 
that made BLA unique. With the excep- 
tion of Snowden High School, BLA is 
the only school in the Boston Public 
School system that offers Japanese to 
its students. It is also the only school in 
the state that has a Japanese National 


and the fundamentals of art for class VI 
and class V will be nonexistent. After 
school arts programs are supported by , 
the Boston Latin School Association; 


however, even the BLSA has been fac- 4 


ing hard times and will be limited in 
what they are able to support next year. 
Physical and health education would 
also be sacrificed, leaving the art wing 
and gyms deserted during the school 
day, and the library after school, render- 
ing the last thirty years of construction 
on the school virtually useless. 
Students, parents, and staff rec- 
ognize that, given the school’s tight 
budget, these cuts will have more effect 
than previous years’. In response to the 
student advocacy movement that grew 
at an unprecedented pace, Superinten- 


dent Carol R. Johnson, Academic As- + 


Boston Institute, a Japanese cultural 
center in Jamaica Plain. 

It is very difficult for students 
to accept that a program which has 
contributed so much is at risk of be- 
ing cut. “I took Japanese at BLA for 
three years, and taking that language 
has influenced my career goals,” said 
Anthony Pan, a recent alumnus of BLA 
who is currently working on a Japanese 
language minor at Northeastern Univer 
sity, “Ms. Homann taught me more than 
just a language. She utilized Japanese to 


of programs that are in danger of being 
cut, especially the arts programs. “We're 


THE CRY HEARD ‘ROUND THE CITY 


sistant Superintendent for High Schools 
Irvin Scott, and the Mayor’s Education 
Liaison Martha Pierce visited Boston 


q ‘4 ; 
SCHOOLS EVERYWHERE ARE TRYING TO CUT COSTS 


known for academics, but we’re also a 
large fine arts community,” Carlos Rojas 
(IV) pointed out. Students also 
talked about other resources of- 
fered to Boston Latin students, 
such as the use of the library 
after school. Underclassmen 
often utilize the workrooms to 
collaborate on group projects, 
and when needed, filming equip- 
ment is available for those who 
participate in the Connections 
=program. In addition, upper 
Sclassmen frequently conduct 
S research in the spring for their 
Bea theses using the Literary Criti- 

2cism anthologies exclusive to 
$the Central Copley and BLS 


* a libraries. 


cut would be the visual and performing 
arts; in-school band, chorus, and orches- 
tras will no longer fill the music wing, 


Latin School to meet with Ms. Mooney 
Teta and representatives of the student 
body. Students discussed the importance 


Many have suggested find- 
ing solutions to cuts by relying on BLS’s 
generous alumni community. While 
BLSA funding allows us many unique 


lems plaguing the nation, Bos- 
ton Latin Academy students are 
continuing to take action against the 
proposed budget cuts. Taking 15 percent 
away from BLA’s budget is more than 
simply taking away money. It is taking 
away from a school that has fought 
against and overcome many hardships 
to establish a community. It is taking 
away teachers who have used their pas- 
sion for teaching to inspire creativity in 
the minds of their students. And finally, 
it is taking away a piece of Boston Latin 
Academy’s pride and identity. 


opportunities, there are restrictions on 
what the association can pay for. Many 
of the donations are 
already allocated to 
certain programs, 
as specified by the 
donor — for example, 
the Seevak endow- 
ment is used to pay 
for Facing History 
and the Keefe en- 
dowment for library 
materials. In addi- 
tion, alumni money 
>cannot be used to 
pay teacher or ad- 
$ ministrator salaries. 
5 However, though 
“these funds are 
specified for partic- 
ular programs, Ms. 
Mooney Teta is working with alumni to 
try to redistribute donations to maximize 
their impact in this unusual situation. 

While we wait to see how severe 
the cuts will finally be, we need to start 
thinking about innovative solutions to 
save programs ~ for example, partnering 
with nearby colleges for extracurricular 
opportunities, and with the Boston 
Public Library to help staff the library. 
Boston Latin School students have joined 
forces with Boston Latin Academy and 
John D. O’Bryant students to make their 
voices heard to officials at the city, state, 
and national level. As we wait for the 
cuts to be finalized, the BLS community, 
students, faculty, parents, and alumni 
must continue working together to find 
not only ways to preserve Boston Latin 
School for future generations, but also to 
maintain the steady pace of improvement 
that will keep the school in the forefront 
of public education in America. 


ibis 
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CHIVALRY: 
Art Thou Dead? 


ALICE SHEN (I) 


By Emity ZHANG, I 
STAFF WRITER 


By Joe CALLAHAN, I 
CONTRIBUTING Writinc 


“I’m not a gentleman.”—This is what he-who-shall-not-be- 
named said to me when I told him that he was being ungentlemanly 
by cutting me in the lunch line, taking the last tuna sandwich-that 
I had said I wanted and striding away as if nothing had happened. 

So much for believing that chivalry is still alive. If in fact, 
this were truly the case, then there would not be a versus question 
debating its survival in the first place. During our childhood, Disney 
capitalized on its movies using Prince Charming and happily-ever- 
afters, but the truth of the matter is that chivalry is dead. While it 
may be difficult to accept, it is not hard to admit that the breed of 
courteous gentlemen is nearing extinction. 

It is easy to blame the rise of feminism for the death of 
chivalry. Just because women want to be treated equally as men 
in a working environment does not mean they want to give up 
their rights to be treated with respect. There is no reason to take 
a special attitude towards women, but they shouldn’t be subjected 
to unnecessary insolence either. Sure, I don’t expect any man to go 
out of his way to open a door for me unless I’m carrying a bundle of 
things, but I expect him to hold it for me instead of letting it slam 
in my face. (Men do hold doors for each other, am I correct?) Same. 
thing with the T. I’m not going to fight over a seat: first come, first 
serve. But I do expect some sensibility to kick in when an elderly 
person or a pregnant woman steps on the bus or train. At this point, 
it becomes less about chivalry and more about common sense and 
courtesy—but many guys lack these qualities. 

[ hate to point a finger at mainstream rap music, since it is 
so often cited these days, but it is unavoidable. It’s hard to expect 
chivalrous manners when guys, although claiming to be unaffected 
by the lyrics, sing along to songs that portray girls as sexualized 
objects. Take Flo Rida’s ever-ubiquitous song, Low, for example: 
“Work the pole I got bank roll/I’ma say that I prefer her no clothes 
[...] / Little mama took my cash / And I ain’t want it back.” Please 
don’t try to tell me that there’s a counter explanation for this. 

It’s a valid point that not every guy who listens to this song 
objectifies girls, but there have to be some out there who do, Case 
in point, consider the various HollaBack blogs. On these, victims 
of street harassment (hint: they’re almost all women; I have yet to 
see a man write a post) post about their disturbing encounters with 
revolting men of all ages. 

Not all confrontations with these oh-so-chivalrous men, 
however, are impersonal—many of them begin domestically. 
Coincidentally, I was watching a recent episode of Wife Swap and 
was floored when the father of a one-year-old girl calmly stated that 
his daughter “will be somebody’s accessory one day.” 

Moreover, if it’s not emotional abuse, then it’s physical. 
According to the American Institute on Domestic Violence, one in 
six women will be sexually assaulted in her lifetime, compared to 
the one in 33 men. In other words, someone is sexually assaulted in 
the United States every two minutes. What makes these numbers 
even more alarming are the age ranges for these victims. 80 percent 
of the women raped or sexually assaulted are under the age of 30. 
Girls between the ages of 16 and 19 are four times more likely to 
be targeted. 25 to 30 percent of teenage relationships are abusive. 

I admit I’m generalizing this. Not all men take practice 


swings on females, but why the growing numbers each year? If | 


gallantry towards women is still present, then why haven't the 
numbers decreased at all? So riddle me this: what’s so chivalrous 
about that? _ 


What constitutes being a gentleman? His attire? His car? 
Being the guy who always wins his hand at poker? Modern society 
expects a gentleman to be a 007 archetype, the guy who can fight 
the bad guys and win every time, to save the world and the girl, 
while sipping his martini, but that’s just not realistic. 

Chivalry was first used to describe a knight’s code of 
behavior back in Medieval Europe. Knights demonstrated great 
courage, honesty, and courtesy towards women. Nowadays, knights 
are often depicted as iron-clad warriors racing into danger to slay 
the monster and rescue the damsel in distress. This, of course, is 
an example of being chivalrous, but since we don’t have castles, 
monsters or horses anymore, the role of being chivalrous has 
changed. 

Simple rules have taken the place of the ancient precepts 
of knights, such as holding the door open for a lady and offering 
your seat for a woman or elderly person. There are many rules 
out there on how to be a gentleman and a good guest, but just 
knowing the rules aren’t good enough; one must be able to 
uphold them.cJt can certainly be argued that chivalry is a dying 
tradition, but it’s not dead quite yet. No one can be expected 
to just read a list of rules on proper behavior and immediately 
adapt to them. The rules must be taught and instilled throughout 
childhood. 

There certainly are people out there who demonstrate 
most of the qualities of a gentleman, but they are few in number. 
Men don’t portray themselves as gentlemen most of the time; they 
often care more about themselves than others. But, in the end, I 
am sure that most men do the right thing, whether it is giving up 
a seat on a bus or giving a hand to someone who has fallen. 

Once upon a time, I was about to leave a party. I gave a 
well-known senior a ride home. Though some people think of him 
as one of the most conceited individuals out there, the following 
events certainly wiped those sentiments from my mind. A young 
woman was outside in the cold without a jacket, sobbing. The easy 
thing would have been to jump in the car and go home, but my 
traveling companion exclaimed, “No, we must do something!” We 
spent a while trying to find her coat and made sure that she could 
get home safely. Though we had never seen her before, and probably 
will never see her again, the valiant senior knew for some reason 
that it was the right thing to do. Granted, this may be an extreme 
example for people our age. But, no matter where you look, you 
can see tokens of chivalry everywhere. 

To some extent, it can be argued that no one wants to 
believe in chivalry anymore. Americans spend more time worrying 
about their own careers, lifestyles and day-to-day living. As a people 
collectively, we have forgotten to appreciate small gestures, since 
we spend almost every waking second pre-occupied with thoughts 
other than, “Hmmm... Since he held the door open for me and 
said ‘Good day,’ that boy must be a gentleman.” Instead of true 
appreciation, we usually give a brief smile because the conversation 
on our cell phone is more important. 

You may not think that there is any chivalry left in the 
world, but look around you. If you expect a man to act like James 
Bond, you will never see it. If you acknowledge the simple acts, 
however, like someone checking to see if you are well after having 
a tough day, or someone accompanying you on the bus, then you 
will realize that chivalry is alive and well, and it is certainly out 
there. 


Versus 
Question 


Do you feel that chivalry has es- 
caped the modern age? 


"I think it has, but I really wish it 
hasn't.” 
— Silvana Vivas, I 


_ *Ichas, Nowadays there aren't many 
_ people who take honor seriously." 
~~Cheng Zong, II 


"Yes, I think it has. Nowadays the 
mple things that mattered back then, 


4 


don't anymore.” 


” 


"No, I open doors for girls. 
~~ Martin Keenan, V 


"It depends, some guys think they're 
too cool for it." 
— Dalanei Willoughby, VI 
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Spotlight 
Karen Chiu 


FACEBOOK.COM 


By Kimperty Wong, I 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


Karen Chiu simply evokes the con- 
cept of community service. As someone 
who has known Karen since eighth grade, I 
have to admit that she probably has enough 
community service hours to spare for the 
whole class of 2009. 

As President of the Boston Latin 
School Wolfpack Volunteer Club since 
2007, Karen has sie shown her Ge 


of volunteering. Since the founding of 
Wolfpack Volunteers in 2004 
been a vital part of the cht 
an executive officer sit 


found i in ne be bs room in che basement 
An assiduous and evoted worker, Kare 


sacrifices extra hours of sleep i in order to 


keep track of the distributi 
of the supplies. During school, Karen is a 


‘committed Princeps in the Main Office. 
Her tireless dedication results in the sac~ 
rifice of studies, lunchtime, and Oe 


ofhersummer 

Asa member of the BLS Recycling 
Committee, Karen spends her Thursday 
afternoons gathering the collected paper 
from classrooms and offices. Additionally, 
as a longtime member of Asian Students 


in Action, Karen has participated in the 


ASIA’s August Moon Festival, Spring Fes- 
tival, Asian Night, and Holiday Sing-Off 
Aside from volunteering, Karen has been 
a part of the yearbook committee for the 
last two years. On top of all this, Karen 
keeps her grades up and is a member . the 
National Honor Society. 

Outside of school, Karen has previ- 
ously volunteered at Tufts Medical Center 
and the Red Cross. At both Tufts and Red 
Cross, Karen filed patient records in the 
gastroneurology office and helped bag and 
distribute food for those in need. Every 
week, Karen works for the Boston Public 
Library's Homework Assistance Program 
(HAP), where she acts as a mentor and 
tutors younger children. 

Even with all her volunteering and 
work experience, Karen has also taken the 
time to enroll in advanced classes outside 
of school. In the past, Karen attended AP 
Chemistry classes at MIT and an introduc 
tory Physics course at Harvard Summer 
School. Through her extensive experience, 
Karen has proven herself to be a hard- 
working and committed member of the 
Boston Latin School community, as well 
as a trustworthy friend, who I am a aly 
glad I met. 


on and storage 
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Letter to the Editors: Prop 8 


Dear Editors, 


If you would entertain a faculty mem- 
ber’s contribution, I'd like to respond to 
Ms. McConnell’s cri de coeur on the recent 
California ballot initiative, Propsition 8 
(“California Revokes Gay Rights,” Argo XLI, 
IL, pp.5 and 9). 

It is a divisive issue because it is a— 
fundamental one. Being so, it tends to po- 
larize, attracting partisan extremists to one 
side or the other. In passionate debate, we 
are often quick to demonize our opponent. 
Certainly there are homophobes and bigots, 
and some of them are certainly working to 
prohibit homosexual marriage, but there 
are also good people with legitimate and 
serious reasons for doing so. It isn’t because 
they are haters, intolerant, or ignorant. Ud 
like to advise restraint and a willingness to 
understand and take seriously the other 
side’s concerns. If you will, I take the liberty 
to express them as follows. 

Marriage, by which I mean a durable, 
committed, exclusive, and intimate relation- 
ship between one man and one woman, 
is the original and basic association of 
humankind. It is so important that most 
cultures sanction it with religious vows and 
ceremonies. It is a privileged institution 
because it is natural, ancient, tends to make 
society more stable and produces children, 


Senioritis: 


By Maya Jonas-SILver, II 


CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


The global financial crisis has hit 
home at Boston Latin School. With the 
state and city government experiencing 
budget shortfalls, less money is going 
towards the Boston Public Schools from 
both administrations. Amidst these prob- 
lems, one concern has become especially 
important for BPS students: their teach- 
ersse bye 
ery BPS 
school 
has been 
told to 
prepare 
for sig- 
nificant 
GIt Sutt 
the bud- 
gets—at 
BLS, the 
worst 
case sce- 
nario is 
a 16 per 
cent cut 
next year. 
This will 
almost 
certainly —_— 


the preservation of our species. 

It isn’t perfect, mind you. No human 
institution can be. And it certainly has suf 
fered great challenges in modern times. The 
20th century was turbulent and violent; 
if marriage has also been greatly stressed, 
well, it is understandable. Nonetheless, the 
definition just given is the one by which 
people over the world still understand as 
marriage, and it remains an institution that 
will not die. Indeed, it is largely because of | the 
very strains that modernity has placed on 
marriage that people have grown ever more 
protective of it. They want to shield it from 
further damage and to restore its traditional 
honor. In the view of conservatives, much 
harm has been done by the decisions made 
by unelected judges about our fundamental 
associations—decisions which that are not 
in accord with the consensus of ordinary 
citizens. 

We all want to be nice and tolerant of 
others and of the differences among us. But, 
conservatives ask: how far should tolerance 
go? Have we no higher ideals than mere 
tolerance? Many people, and not all of them, 
who are mean, self righteous, hypocritical, 
reactionary or vindictive for deeply-held 
and sincere reasons, find homosexuality as 
reprehensible as, say, incest or polygamy. One 
may not agree, but this does deserve at least 
as much respect as Anything-goes-ism. - 

The core issue is what we mean by 


“marriage.” Traditional conservatives wish to 
safeguard the institution by first preserving 
its universal definition. They do not wish to 
apply “husband” and “wife” to members of 
homosexual unions because these terms then 
begin to lose their meaning. They do not see 
the extension of these terms to homosexual 
as analogous to the expansion of civil rights 
or the repeal of anti-miscegenation laws. 
Homosexuality, in their view, is a matter of 
personal—and private—sexual preference, 
not an unavoidable fact of birth, as is that 
which we commonly call “race.” Gay activists 
have availed themselves of both civil rights 
rhetoric and a reductio ad Hitlerum, presenting 
themselves as oppressed victims of injustice. 
Not many have found this convincing. 

To avoid polarization and extremism, 
a resolution is needed. It seems to me that 
one lies in our definitions. Why not reserve 
the traditional term “marriage” for monoga- 
mous heterosexual unions and form another 
for homosexual ones? Certainly, two people 
who ritually and publicly enter a committed 
life of companionship should have full legal 
rights and benefits; over that there should be 
little argument. But we need to understand 
each other and to know what we mean. 

Thanks for your consideration. 


Dr. Peter Cohee 
Classics Department 


Not Just for Students 


teachers—those who have served more 
than three years in the Boston Public 
Schools—“will be laid off in reverse order 
of seniority within a program area,” only 
after all teachers with less than three 
years of experience in that department 
have been laid off. 

This process becomes even more 
complicated, however, when a system 
called “bumping” comes into play. Ms. 
Monica Gribaudo, a Boston Latin School 


ayy TENURE WERE, BASED ON MERIT, FERRIS BUELLER WOULDN'T HAVE HAD TO "DEAL WITH THIS 


position. 

Many Boston Latin School stu- 
dents who were interviewed questioned 
whether this system was in the best 
interests of the students. Does seniority 
really mean that a teacher can do a better 
job at educating their students? “The as- 
sumption is that a senior teacher not only 
knows the material, they've been around 
kids enough that they know how to teach 
them,” said Mr. Michael Haritos, an- 
other BTU 
representa- 
tive from 
Boston Lat- 
in. Anyone 
who has had 
Mr. Haritos 
can attest to 
the fact that 
the veteran 
BLS teacher 
knows how 
to teach his 
sixies. How- 
ever, as Erin 
Darcy (II) 
pointed out, 
“there. are 
new teach- 
ers who are 
younger and 


mean feathee ovate in the coming year, 
and it is a devastating prospect that has 
upset students and teachers alike. 

The key question is: how will 
schools decide which teachers will not 
be returning next year? 

The school administration has 
nearly no control over the decision of 
which teachers will be laid off. Their 
only option is to cut positions from 
a specific department in the school. 
Once the administrators have identified 
a department to be cut, they must lay 
off the teachers from that department 
who have taught for the fewest years in 
the Boston Public School system. The 
current lay off process was extended in 
2006 by the Boston Teachers Union and 
the Boston School Committee. Accord- 
ing to the BTU contract, “permanent” 


BTU representatives, explained that 
bumping involved seniority rights. across 
the whole district. “If you are permanent 
and your position is gone,” she said, “you 
have the rights to take the place of any- 
one {in your program in BPS] who has 
fewer years.” 

A possibility in which the bumping 
system could come into effect is in the 
Modern Foreign Language Department. 
Boston Latin Academy’s initial budget 
proposal included laying off the school’s 
entire Modern Foreign Language Depart- 
ment. If, however, one of BLA’s Spanish 
teachers has served in BPS for six years 
and one of BLS’ Spanish teachers has only 
served for four years, the BLA teacher 
could “bump” out the BLS teacher. Thus, 
taking over that teaching slot in the BPS 


and forcing the BLS teacher out of a job 


so, are able to relate to students well 
and get important points across to 
them.” The presence of younger teachers 
creates an important dynamic within the 
school, which might be lost in the coming 
budget cuts. 

Seniority has been a central part 
of teachers’ union contracts for many 
years. But, of course, as many reform 
movements throughout history have 
demonstrated, the system currently in 
place is not always efficient. After hear 
ing outcries against the current system of 
seniority from members of the student 
body, it seems that a new method of 
should be introduced for cutting jobs. 

Hannah Mogul-Adlin (D recom- 
mends that in a new decision process, 


‘SENIORITIS 
Continued on page 9 
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Here Comes Another Kennedy 


By NICK Li, te 


CONTRIBUTING Wrirer 


With former Illinois Senator Barack 
Obama set to become the 44th president 
of the United States, and New York 
Senator Hillary Clinton to become his 
Secretary of State, one naturally wonders 
who will serve as their replacements in the 
Senate. Caroline Kennedy, best known as 
the shy, reserved daughter -of former Presi- 
dent John F. Kennedy, hopes to be chosen 
by New York Governor David Paterson to 
fill Clinton’s large shoes. Simply having 
the Kennedy surname, however, does not 
necessarily guarantee that she has what it 
takes to be a suitable junior senator. 

Kennedy hails from one of the most 
influential families in American politics. 
There is no doubt that she has been ex- 
posed to the blistering world of politics 
since her father was elected president. 
The Kennedy family, with its strong ties 
to American government, is one of the 
closest things America has to an aristoc- 
racy. Nominating her based on family 
legacy alone would be nothing short of 
entitlement. 

So far, it seems that she has been 
running on celebrity power rather than 
the power of her policies, which leads to 
comparisons with the infamous campaign 
of Republican Vice-Presidential-hopeful 
Sarah Palin. Like Palin, Kennedy has been 
extremely evasive and vague, especially 
when defending her stance on numerous 
issues such as the Iraq war, global poverty 


SOS: 


By ae Porr- erica: Il 
Forum Epiror 


It took just one day for the rumors 
to start spreading and for a Facebook 
group to be created. Within several 
hours, it had one-third of Boston Latin's 
students among its members. The group 
was focused on the central issue on every- 
one’s mind: the serious, looming budget 
cuts. While rumors spread like wildfire, 
the truth was bad enough. Boston Latin 
School was asked by the Boston Public 
Schools to cut $2 million from its budget, 
which required extensive staff layoffs. It 
is expected that the visual arts, music, 
theater and physical education programs 
will be impacted severely. With numerous 
other programs throughout the school 
system being eliminated as well, BPS 
students are taking action. 

Several movements coalesced 
through the networking capabilities of 
Facebook, a site criticized by parents for 
its potential contribution to procrastina- 
tion. Soon, the Facebook group “Save Our 
BLS Education,” created by Benjamin 
Hill (D had more than 800 members, 
and presently it has over 1700 members. 
Facebook proved to be an ideal medium 


By Esue SHERLEY, IV 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


Have you ever completely failed 
two or three tests along with ignoring 
homework, yet still manage to get a B- 
in the class? If your answer is "yes," you 
have been the lucky beneficiary of grade 
inflation! 

Sometimes (though not often) many 
students in a class get a 90 and above. 
One or two may get an 85. Teachers look 
at the grades and figure, “Almost everyone 
got an Aso, I’ll just pull these students up 


and the current economic crisis. Often- 
times, she either provides interviewers 
with a generic diplomatic response or 
does not answer at all. She does not 
give definitive answers even when ques- 
tioned about her plans for education, a 
cause which she has 
strongly championed 
in her limited involve- 
ment with political 
life. Kennedy’s per 
formance in recent 
interviews has been 
disastrously poor. In 
a half-hour interview 
with cable channel 
NY1 in December, 
she repeated the 
phrase “you know” 
a total of 168 times. 
She has also refused 
to disclose anything, 
from her financial re- 
cords and personal 
information to what 
she is planning to do 


WHAT WOULD DADDY SAY? 


candidate, as evidenced by President-elect 
Barack Obama, who served as a senator 
for only two years before being elected to 
the nation’s highest'office. Though Ken- 
nedy has demonstrated knowledge and a 
strong understanding of how government 
works as an au- 
thor and attor 
ney, she has not 
voted in many 
elections since 
registering in 
1988. If she has 
any intention 
of being a seri- 
ous candidate, 
she should ap- 
peal to the New 
_ York elector- 
§ ate and run in 
72010 instead 
got trying to be 
g nominated by 
© Governor Pa- 
. 5 terson. With 
5 few credentials 


HeShendsS appolmted:= — =. 
senator. A politician’s agenda and stances 
on present issues are extremely important 
in determining whether they are worthy 
of political office. If Kennedy cannot even 
make up her mind, then on what grounds 
should we consider her for the position? 

The foremost issue concerning Ken- 
nedy’s candidacy is her lack of political 
experience. Granted, experience is not 
the most important factor in choosing a 


outside of her 
involvement in charitable organizations 
and close friendship with Obama, it 
seems that Kennedy is just jumping on 
the Democratic bandwagon. 

The final decision to appoint Ken- 
nedy as Clinton’s replacement rests 
with Patterson alone. Let us hope that 
he chooses the candidate who is most 
qualified to serve the people of New York, 
regardless of bloodline or name. 


Save Our Schools 


for coordination, allowing the student 
movement to grow. Student organizers, 
in contact with parents working on the 
issue, were informed of the Mayor’s forth- 
coming “State of the City” address. An 
ambitious plan was formulated at 5 PM. 
on Sunday, January 11, which culminated 
in 60 students from Boston Latin School, 
Boston Latin Academy, and other Boston 
Public Schools 
rallying at Fa- 
neuil Hall at 
the Mayor’s 
speech, a mere 
two days later. 7 
The pur § 
pose of the 
rally was three- ¥ 
fold: to unite \s 
students across ae! 
the city,express ~*~ 
support for the 
mayor and our 


PASSIONATE STUDENTS RALLY AT CITY HALL 


spondent voices between classes. At the 
rally on Tuesday, January 13, however, the 


’ Boston Public School students showed 


anything but resignation. 

Robust public education should 
be one of the, if not top, priority for 
the United States. The incompetent and 
selfish have dug our country into a hole 
that our generation will soon have to fix. 
The only way we can do 
this, of course, is to get 
as much preparation 
as possible. The phrase 
“there’s no money right 
now” is only partially 
correct. While we have 
‘a tremendous debt, the 
= federal government, nev- 
ertheless, is persistent 

in borrowing trillions of 
Pdollars. Currently, the 
= Obama administration is 
planning a trillion-dollar 


public schools, and to firmly demonstrate 
the students’ concerns for education in 
the public forum. It was an enormous 
success. The tough financial times have 
evoked sentiments of resignation around 
the school; the words “there’s just no 
money right now” are traded with de- 


69% = B-? 


a little bit.” So the students who should 
have gotten B’s get A’s instead. 

Maybe more often, a teacher real- 
izes that he or she might have botched 
a lesson. They gave a test, and almost 
everyone failed it. If the highest grade 
in the entire class was an 80, the teacher 
would curve that grade to make it equal 
to a 100. So, someone with a 70 would 
have their test score curved to a 90, or an 
A-. This is actually a good way to imple- 
ment inflation. If it is not the students’ 
fault that their tests were, for instance, 
incomplete, it’s only right to not count 


stimulus package to get the economy 
moving again, which unfortunately is 
necessary despite the cost. 

This steep cost will be borne by us 


SAVE Our SCHOOLS 
Continued on page 8 


the grade, or to scale them up so that they 
only deal a relative amount of damage to 
their GPAs. 

Then, there are the teachers who 
give grade inflation a bad name. This is 
mostly a problem in colleges, especially 
so-called “elite” ones. The practice had 
become so common at Princeton, that in 
2004, the university had to introduce a 
formal policy to reduce its percentage of 
A grades, which dropped from 47 percent 
to their target of 35 percent by 2007. In 

69% = 
Continued on page 8 


me, 


rules 
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Pro College Tips 


“By SiNORS OF THE ARGO 
WITH ALUMNI SUPPORT 


After spending months doing college 
applications, was it all a waste of time? 

Yeah, we'll get into “college” or 
whatever, but did we actually just spend 
hours upon hours typing our life stories, 
and gain nothing? Not quite. 

_ Forall you not-yet-seniors, we'd like 
to pass on some nuggets of wisdom we've 
learned from filling out form after form: 

1. Do your research—Oh, enve- 
lopes are due to your guidance counselor 
in five hours and youre still not sure where 
to apply? Maybe you should have done your 
college research earlier. And believe me, 
asking everyone you ve ever met for their 
opinions on schools is not as helpful as you 
may think. By the way, visit your colleges in 
the summer so you'll actually be motivated 
to fill out some of your Common App— 
you know, the basic information. 

2. Planahead—*Oh please,” you're 
thinking. “I’m a BLS student. The last 
thing | would ever do is plan ahead.” You'll 
regret it on December 30, linsert appro- 
priate year] when you are frantically trying 
to finish four different essays at once. 
_- 3. Read carefully—There is 
nothing like the feeling of relief—finally 
DONE!—only to realize with a jolt that the 
magnificent essay about Why X YZ Univer 
sity Is the Most Perfect Ever should be 700 
characters, not 700 words. Back to work. 

4. Seriously, read carefully— 
Until you obsessively look at the character 
count every five minutes and try to figure 
out were yen can get ayey without an 


Ses love to tell you Rie in itty” 
bitty tiny font. 

_ 7. Listento your guidance coun- 
selor As Ms. Moylan once wisely told 
“Te doesn’t matter if you decide to ap- 


‘your parents | know.” 


yourself better 


than} guidance ‘counselor...Even if you 


have Mr. Montague. 

__g. Interview—...So you can see 
if the alumni from your dream school 
are actually crazy. Oh yeah, make your 
appointments early...Preferably before 
December, if you can. 

__- xo. Have a college application 
party—It'll give you more perspectives 
on your essays, but don’t forget to create 
tr yourselves : and adhere to them! 


1s ss President, for a 


complete garter d them. (PS. Bring LOTS | 


of coffee.) 

11. Microsoft Excel is your 
BFFL—Make a spreadsheet with all your 
due dates for financial aid, interviews, 
portfolios, auditions, and most impor 
tantly, your application! 

12. Party like it’s 1999— Because 
you're done. Forever. Or at least until you 


get to college. 
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2004 New York Times Op-Ed, a Penn 
State literature professor noted that Eng- 
lish departments use a standard of “A’s and 
A-'s for the best students, B’s for everyone 
else and C’s, D’s and F’s for students who 
miss half the classes or threaten their 
teachers with bodily harm.” And if you get 
into Harvard, don’t worry about graduat- 
ing with good grades: 90 percent of their 
graduating class graduated with “honors.” 
So how is it possible that 47 percent of all 
Princeton students had gotten A’s? Well, 
professors, even whole departments might 
grade on less of a curve and more of an 
A/B “binary system.” No student receives 
a grade lower than a B. 

Unfortunately, at the college level, 
grade inflation might be necessary. If a 
student graduates from Harvard with a 2.8 
GPA and wants to go to graduate school 
at Johns Hopkins, they’re not in good 


shape. The grade counts more than the 
school, and admissions officers will look at 
grades first. Professors feel pressure from 
students and administrators alike to give 
them grades that will get them good jobs, 
or into prestigious graduate schools. 

The same pressure is on high school 
teachers. Even if you graduate from Bos- 
ton Latin School with a 3.0 GPA, you 
probably aren't going to Princeton or 
Harvard. The problem really is not the 
grades but the way we interpret them. A 
mark of “Proficient” (a C grade) used to 
really mean “proficient.” There was a time 
when it was fine to get a C, whereas an 
A was excellent, a sign of a student who 
went above and beyond. Now, a C isn’t 
good enough, and even an A doesn’t mean 
as much as it used to. If we went back to 
looking at grades the way we did in the 
past, and gave people what they deserved, 
grade inflation would not be a “problem.” 
But, for now, scale all you want, teachers of 
BLS! Vil take an A over a C any day. 
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several decades in the future. The irony 
is that this stimulus package has no men- 
tion of education as of now, a tool that will 
prepare us to repay it. 

Our schools 
are the place for 
the nation’s fu- 
ture scientists, 
artists and politi- | 
cians to recog- 
nize their abili- 
ties and flourish. 
Students need 
an environment 
that encourages 


STUDENTS RALLY AT FANEUIL HALL 


This momentous rally was the first 
time many Boston Latin School students 
have been involved in organizing politi- 
cal action, but it most certainly won't be 
the last. Even though local funding is 
unavailable without cutting other priori- 
ties, Boston Public School students are 
committed to have 
education recognized 
as the most important 
investment for the na- 
tion’s future. 

The nascent BPS 
= student-organized 
movement is prepared 
© for the long run and 
bis already planning 
= to participate in the 


them to pursue 
their dreams so they can confront the 
challenges brought against them by the 
catastrophic effects of the economic 
bubble, global warming, and conflicts 


worldwide. 


school board’s budget 
hearings after February 4, and in contact- 
ing state and federal officials. 

William Poff-Webster is a founding 
member of SCAPE, Student Coalition Acting 
for Public Education. 


Keep an Open Mind in The Middle East 


ian crisis that has developed in Palestine. 
The latter especially, has only resulted ina 
loss of international respect and increased 
anti-Israel sentiment. Hamas also needs 
to stop firing provocative rockets that 


By Resecca Park, [V 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


When I first heard the news about 
Israel’s airstrikes on Gaza, I was disap- 
pointed and very wor- 
ried about the inevitable 
consequences of such an 
action. There would be 
further destruction of 
land and families in the 
Gaza Strip and more lost 
lives among young Israeli 
soldiers. But worst of 
all, this new conflict will 
create further entrenched 
hatred, further frustra- 
tion, further distrust of | 
both “the other side,” and 
the possibility of peace. 

As I watched.CNN, 
I realized the big thing 
that was bothering me | 
about their coverage was 
that they played right into 
human nature’s necessity 
of assigning blame, which, 
in itself, shows a complete 
misunderstanding of the 
history of the conflict. 
Neither Hamas’s inces- 
sant rockets nor Israel’s 
troubling offensive at- 


L 


N THE GAZA STRIP 


program with a school in Haifa, Boston's 
sister city in northern Israel. One of the 
things I will always remember is the way 
they talked about having to live with the 
constant threat of rockets during the 


Hebrew for “in the image of”; this name 
is a reference to a verse in Genesis that 
says that all human beings were created in 
the image of God. As you might guess, the 


group works to protect the human rights _ 


of Palestinians through 
various methods such as 
by acting as a watchdog 
for prisoner maltreatment 


Palestinian civilians aren’t 
being needlessly checked 
or detained at border cross- 
ings. 

Other sources of hope 
are the various programs, 
which seek to initiate di- 
alogue between the two 
sides. One program, Seeds 
of Peace, is a series of sum- 
mer camps and a village in 
central Israel where Jews, 
Muslims, and Christians all 
live together. 

Lastly, I was inspired 
by one particular news seg- 
ment in the last few weeks. 
An anchor was interviewing 
an American woman living 
in Israel who had visited 
Sderot, a town on the Israel/ 
Gaza border, and a Pales- 


tinian man living in Gaza. 


TIME.COM 


tacks are isolated actions. 

Rather, they are the latest installment 
in the vicious cycle of violence and ven- 
geance that is the Middle East conflict-so 
one can’t just blame one side. 

The first principle that one must 
remember whenever trying to deal with 
or discuss the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
is that the situation is anything but black 
and white. It frustrates me to no end when 
I’m told that I’m “anti-Semitic” because 
I’ve uttered a single criticism of Israeli 
policy or that I have no respect for human 
rights because I’ve said anything against 
Palestinians. 

I believe that Israel should step up 
and recognize the reality of its current 
course of action: the continuing economic 
blockade and military offensive, while per- 
haps weakening Hamas, are not worth sol- 
diers’ lives or the devastating humanitar- 
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are intended to kill civilians. While the 
rockets reportedly have not taken many 
lives, they nevertheless disrupted civilian 
lives in intangible ways. 

What they need to do is invest 
money in building infrastructure, espe- 
cially schools, rather than building up 
weapon stockpiles. To aid in this, the 
ceasefire brokered should include these 
terms. At this point, to paraphrase Israeli 
Defense Minister Ehud Barak, it is up 
to Hamas and the Israeli government to 
decide whether they want to protect their 
people from a constant fear of violence or 
whether they will let their stubborn, close- 
minded tendencies blind their judgment 
as it has for the past six decades. 

While I can’t say that I’ve seen the 
effects on the Palestinian side, I can give 
some voice to that of Israelis. Last year, 
I hosted two girls as part of an exchange 


Boston Latin School welcomes 
Chelsea Bateman 
to the Argo Family 
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war with Lebanon in 2006. After one of 
them, Lior, described her experience, I 
said something like “Wow, I just have 
no idea what that’s like.” She responded 
quickly, saying, “And I hope you never will. 
Seriously, I hope you never have to know 
that feeling.” That — the marring of young 
lives by violence — is the greatest tragedy 
of all. When I hear Lior’s words and I see 
the images in Gaza of a maimed child or 
a little girl crying for her mother, I can- 
not help but think that they will grow up 
and have some level of hatred. How can 
anyone expect them to simply forgive the 
other for altering their life forever? 

And yet, that is what must be done. 
Naive as it sounds, empathy is the only 
way out. Is there any hope of this ever 
happening? I believe that there is, and 
my optimism is not baseless. For example, 
there is a group in Israel called B’tzelem, 


4 


TEINIAAL, Hs si spond sio52 ve ANSE 


> Pe ty 4 ter. a Forutety ’ 
QPIGSNG SIOGT WC BG2SISTAN GG AE IES 


After each described the ter- 
rible conditions they had witnessed, they 
began to talk to one another. Finally, the 
man said to the woman, “We are exactly 
like you.” At that moment, I wished the 
two of them could be the chief negotiators 
of their respective sides. For only with 
this sort of open mind, this recognition of 
the many similarities between these two 
peoples, and this willingness to move on 
from the misdeeds of the past, will there 
ever be a chance for peace and a brighter 
future. 

In the words of an Israeli song 
at the 1995 peace rally where Yitzhak 
Rabin, Israeli prime minister and peace- 
maker, spoke and was assassinated, se% 
einaim b'tikvah/lo derech kavanot/ shiru shir 
laahava/ vo lamilchamot: “Lift your eyes 
with hope/not through the rifle sights/sing 
a song for love/and not for fights.” 
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Feature: Budget Interviews 


How do you feel about the proposed budget cuts? 
Erica Moise, ‘08 


“BLS, especially being at college, 
it more than prepared me for my class- 
es. I have a 3.0 GPA right now [at 
Boston College], and I would hate 
to see some of the resources go away 
from the children [at BLS]. I want to 
help in any way that I can, and I’m 
really appreciating just the unity of every- 
body bringing ideas together, especially on 
the Facebook group. They are trying to just 
form a bond, especially within the other 


Boston Public Schools and just trying to 
stand up — this is a beautiful movement. 
This education is.really really important, 
and I didn’t value my BLS education until 
I went to college... would not be the same 
person without it, so I would defi- 
nitely try to save the school any way we 
can. 


People are trying to get togeth- - 


er within themselves, and I think it’s 
important for the younger alumni class 
presidents to get together. I believe two 
of the last three go to Harvard right now 
... if the class officers could get together 
and try to contact the students, because 
they have to contact the students for 
reunions anyway. So if they just do it 
really quickly, the information’s still 
fresh in the system and not a lot of 
people have moved out of the area yet. 
If we can just get together and try to 
do what you guys are doing 
and merge with you guys 
and try to create a stronger 
movement, that’s what needs to hap- 


” 


Jacob Meister, I 


“Being a senior and looking back 
at my six years here at Latin School, I 
cannot think about my experience with- 
out arts and theater. I’ve been in chorus 
since seventh grade here, and I’ve also 
been an active participant in the theater 


since my fivesie year in Connections... 
I really started to get more involved [in 
theater], and over the course of my high 
school career I’ve been in numerous 
productions. And theater is something 
that I am interested in pursuing, perhaps 
in my college years. It played a major 
role in my college search... if you get rid 
of the arts, you’re going to see a drastic 
change ...[the student body would be} 
basically being deprived of any vibrancy, 
and creativity. There are things which 
you learn from theater, from music, from 
playing an instrument, from singing, 
from being on stage, which you cannot 
learn in your academic classes and to cut 
to such an extent would be an immense 
detriment to the entire student body 
and just really produce less well-rounded 
individuals, which Latin School is known 
for doing.” 


Linda Deng, III 


SENIORITIS 


Continued from page 6 


“student opinion should be considered, 
not as the only factor, obviously, but no 
one knows how good a teacher is better 
than the students.” But would there be 
danger of teachers assigning less work 
or grading more leniently in order to get 
into their students’ good graces? “I think 
that even though some students might 
be bribed by something like that, most 
wouldn’t because a lot of kids actually 
want to learn,” continued Mogul-Adlin, 
“If people start seeing some really good 
teachers leaving, they will be really un- 
sympathetic to bad ones trying to hang 
on.” Coby Werlin (V) thinks there should 


“Because of arts and music program 
we have such a strong community so in a 
way without that we wouldn’t really be 
able to see friends, socialize. It’s not like 
the most important thing but it’s a big 
part of our day. ; 

We've waited for a very long time, 
especially as sophomores, for junior year 
to pick our electives and now that ev- 
erything’s cut we wont have as many to 
pick from and all the ones that we want 
are gone.” 


also be a teacher evaluation system put in 
place by the administration and he stated, 
“I think they {the teachers} should be 
observed a few times, enough to make a 
definitive decision on whether or not they 
were a good enough of a teacher to stay.” 

The current seniority system is 
seriously flawed, and changes need to 
be made throughout the Boston Public 
Schools. Merit-based assessments are 
more efficient and much more advanta- 
geous to students as opposed to a system 
based on seniority. First, under merit- 
based systems, teachers are encouraged 
to work harder and make education more 
enjoyable for their students. With the 
current system, there is no incentive to 
teach in an interesting or more engaging 


Gwendolyn Paradis, V 


“T definitely think [programs 
being cut} makes the school less 
appealing and as students trying to 


get into college and stuff, we defi- 
nitely need the arts, extracurriculars... 
And also, being in Connections, like 
that’s going to disappear because we 
all take either art or theater... 
personally I’m in the orchestra pro- 
grams here. You’re not just sitting in 
classes with friends and stuff; you’re 
doing other things... 

I know friends from last 
year I wouldn’t see this year 
at all; but “we’re’ in’ orchestra 
together or had the same theater 
class or something. I definitely think 
it does make {the transition to Boston 
Latin School} easier, also I joined the 
mprov troupe, so I don’t know if that'll be 
affected, but it helped me.” 


Grace Carney, IV 


“In terms of the arts especially ’m 
highly invested in the arts department and 
if it’s cut, it'll be harder to go through school 
because this school is already stressful as it 
is without the arts department you really 


don’t have anything to help you through 
the day. ’'m in theater, music, a choir... ’m 
really invested in the arts department, obvi- 
ously, I was in the Connections program as 
well. This will probably get cleared up, but we 
only have three years left, and to be depend- 
ing on that time to be able to do things that 
we want to do, if things are cut and it takes a 
certain amount of time to get 
back to normal and we'll have al- 
ready left the school by then, we miss 
opportunities for things that we would 
have had. 

If arts are taken out, it would just be 
like a chunk of their life taken away. In terms 
of stress of everyday life, especially at this 
schoolmore than any otherschool] thinkyou 
really need that I think there will be more 
people dropping out of the school because 
of the fact that there won't be an arts 
program.” 


Vanya Zvonar, IV 


“Kind of the beauty of [Boston 
Latin} being a public school is that anyone 
can join anything they want even though 
some things have auditions and outside 
of school, you can probably find choirs 
in the community and choruses but you 


way. Also, the highly involved teachers 
are not rewarded for their efforts. Most 
importantly, with the current system, it 
is unlikely that mediocre teachers will be 
selected to be fired. 

Once a teacher has become per 
manent, he or she is basically guaranteed 
a job for as long as he or she wants to 
keep it. This is problematic in situations 
where a teacher who, when first hired 20 
years ago by the BPS, did a fantastic job, 
but now has gotten tired of his or her 
position. Many, however, will continue 
to teach because of the job security and 
the great pension benefits. Teachers who 
have no desire to work with students are 
a burden on the students’ education and 
should be removed from their roles in the 


also have to pay. 

I know what Grace {Carney] was 
saying, I do a lot music inside and outside 
of school and I think that music itself and 
just the arts are such a different thing than 
academics. You're going to school every day 
and you go to all your classes and then you 
have this different part of yourself that can 
be freer... We come in here and Mr Charig 
says, “this is a place where you are allowed 
to make mistakes in school, this is the place 
where you can come in and do what you 
want to do so I think that it’s a different 
part of your soul, so if that were taken away, 
it would be disastrous. 

My friend wants to be an art major, 
and she was depending on getting into 
Honors and Art AP, so she could get a 
portfolio so she could apply to art schools. 
Without that she doesn’t really have an- 
other source of education for art.” 


Boston Public Schools. The school system 
cannot afford to pay teachers who do not 
contribute to students’ education. 
Obviously, any change in this sys- 
tem, which was worked out through long 
negotiations between the Boston Teach- 
ers’ Union and the School Committee, will 
not come easily since they must maintain 
the teachers’ rights while promoting 
highly qualified educators for students. 
Miranda Mahmoud (V), however, does 
not feel that it is an insurmountable feat. 
“I don’t think that changing the system 
is entirely impossible, but it’s certainly 
a challenge,” she said, “We have to do it. 
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Art) Music! DBramast@ue 


By Curis CAMPBELL-ORROCK, I 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


Bands, choruses, orchestras, art 
classes, drama classes and productions— 
cut. This is the grim outlook that Boston 
Latin School has given its own arts depart- 
ment in a preliminary budget plan dealing 
with a proposed 16 percent budget cut for 
the 2009-2010 school year. In accordance 
with this new plan, BLS wants to lay off 
six full-time arts staff members. These 
massive cuts would mean changing the 
availability and versatility of the fine arts 
programs at Boston Latin and mutilate the 
artistic environment of the school. 

Currently, there are eight staff mem- 
bers in the arts department, excluding Mr. 
Paul Pitts, the program director. These 
staff members are Mr. Carlos Byron, Mr. 
Christopher Charig, Ms. Christa Crewd- 
son, Ms. Roseanna Fernandes, Mr. William 
Harper, Mr. Stephen Harris, Mr, Ricardo 
Slevira, and Mr. Ryan Snyder. Which 
teachers would be lost is unknown, but it 
is likely that the chorus and drama depart- 
ments will lose their faculty. The availabil- 
ity of art and music classes will be limited 
to juniors and seniors, eliminating the 
opportunity for many underclassmen to 
learn a new instrument through school. All 
of these plans would, as Mr. Pitts declared 
at the late Holiday Concert on January 7, 
“decimate the arts department.” 

Perhaps the greatest loss though, is 
the loss of unity that the arts programs 


have bred at Boston Latin School. With 
over fifty percent of the student body 
currently enrolled in an arts program, the 
department plays a large role in BLS social 
life. Starting in the seventh grade, the 
arts department 
is a place where 
students from dif 
ferent grades can 
mingle and form 
new friendships. 
Most, if not all, 
of the performing 
groups include a 
mixture of stu- 
dents from differ- 
ent grades. The 
bonds that stu- 
dents forge while 
creating art are 
invaluable. The 
art wing provides 
a haven within 


proof of the intense work of Latin School 
students. ; 

The quality of this work is shown 
by the Massachusetts Instrumental and 
Choral Conductors Association (other- 


NO ACTIVITY IN THE ART ROOM. 


BLS, a sanctuary — = 
separate from the testing frenzy that 
envelops other aspects of students’ aca- 
demic lives. 

The fruits of the arts department 
are magnificent to say the least. Music 
programs culminating in Winter and 
Spring concerts are coupled with Chamber 
Music Night, while drama productions are 
put forth to critical acclaim throughout 
the year, and a stunning presentation of 
visual arts is put on display at the end of 
the year. These products are the simple 


wise known as MICCA) awards won by 
the band, orchestra and chorus. In addi- 
tion, the Jazz Band won top honors at the 
Berkeley High School Jazz Competition 
last year, and the Boston Latin School 
Theatre Company triumphed over three 
tiers of competition to perform Tilt Angel 
at the New England Theatre Festival in 
Vermont. BLS students have proved, in 
every art form, their personal commit- 
ment and passion for the arts. 

All of these events and achieve- 


ments are made possible by the devoted 
arts faculty. Without this faculty, many of 
these programs and opportunities would 
not be available. 

Despite the awards, music, produc- 
tions and art, the true value of the Boston 
Latin School arts department is not in its 
work; it is the ability to humanize BLS 
students. It is the one break that students 
get from the “four minutes — class — four 
minutes — test” monotony of a typical 
student’s schedule. The arts allow the 
students to do something different: a 
chance to change the status quo while 
still being challenged to work together. 
The chance to meet new people, mingle 
with old friends, and discuss creative arts 


_ is only possible in the art wing. It is an 


environment of community that is missing 
in many other departments. 

All personal quibbles aside, many 
students, by their own admittance, would 
not have made it through Boston Latin 
without this department. Loss of the BLS 
arts would not only decimate the arts, but 
also the people who depend on them. 
The arts play an unmistakable role in our 
school and without this department, BLS 
would not be as vibrant, as creative, or as 
interesting as it is today. In a school with 
so much pressure and expectations, mu- 
sic, drama and visual arts provide a relief 
that students rely on. For that reason, 
everyone must recognize the importance 
of the arts. We must fight to protect our 
department from being taken away. 


Creating Art Over the Border 


By NICOLE EstTEVvEz, I 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


Located on the Boston/Brookline 
border, The Brookline Arts Center is 
a hidden jewel with something for ev- 
eryone. Only a ten-minute walk from 
Avenue Louis Pasteur, the BAC provides 
an inviting atmosphere, inside and out. 
The Brookline Arts Center is fronted by 
Monmouth Park—while snow-covered 
at the moment, the park contains several 
benches, a curving walkway, play area, 
beautiful flowers, and full specimen 
trees in the springtime. 

Surrounded by residential homes 
(including brick townhouses dating back 
to the r9th century) as well as quaint 
and diverse eateries like Chef Chang’s 
House, Taberna de Haro, and Café Han 
River, the area enables you to escape 
from the hustle and bustle of city life, 


Boston Youth Fund —__ 
Summer Job Registration 


only minutes away. 

Catering to the artistic needs 
of every age group since it s 
founding in the 1960s, ¢ 
the Brookline Arts 
Center offers classes 
for children, teens, oS 
and adults—they 
also have a class 
called “Moms, 
Dads, and Tots” 
for even younger 
students. 

With a strong 
commitment to the 
community and the 
arts, a staff of profes- 
sional artists teach 
the BAC’s programs, 


isin 


COMMUNITY-ORIENTED SPACE FOR ARTISTS 


alsmithing, kinetic sculptures, or even 
oil painting, the possibilities here 
are virtually endless. While we all 
might have demanding schedules, 
there are even programs offered 
during school vacations! 

For those on the other 
side of the spectrum who 
prefer to appreciate 
rather than create, 
there is something 
for you, too. At 

the lower level 

of this vintage 
two-story for- 
mer fire station 
from 1886, the 
Brookline Arts 
Center has an 


PANORAMIO.COM 


workshops, and classes. 
Whether you are interested in print- 
making, wheel throwing, jewelry & met- 


Students ages 15 to 17 can register with on 


the Hopeline to work through the 
BYF this summer. Registration can be 
completed via telephone from February 


17 through February 19, as well as on 


February 24, or online from February 17 
through March 16. 


Asian New Year 
Come and celebrate the Asian New Year 
»n January 26 in Chinatown. Food, fun, 
ad festivities! 


en Life Boston Community Ser- 
vice Fair 

d to find volunteering opportuni- _ 
ae states i id cy od tas 


a Db deg or call 617°536-5400. se 


ee Please visit wwrxteenlifebos 
ton.com. : . oe 


Teen Cate Coaching Workshop 
Learn how to write a resume and © 
sharpen your interview skills at the 
Teen Career Coaching Workshop led by 


Lynette Correa. This will take place on — 


February 22 at 2 PM. in the Young Adult 
Room at the Boston Public Library. © 
Please visit www.cc4kidz.com for more — 


+ beers 


se Se ta 


vetted Ae bt rp Deere tae Pe 


from 9 A.M.-4:30 P.M., you might have 


intimate gallery 
space. Open Monday through Friday 


missed their Crafts Showcase, but be 
sure to mark your calendars for the 
Minot Rose Garden Exhibit... no green 
thumbs necessary! Using the Minot 
Rose Garden (located in Brookline at 
the intersection of St. Paul and Browne 
Streets), as their inspiration, aspiring 
and professional artists alike created - 
and submitted their pieces. Displaying 
anything from watercolor pieces, acrylic 
or oil paintings, videos, photographs, 
sculptures, and prints, this is definitely 
an event to look forward to. 

The art exhibit will run at the 
BAC Gallery from February 8 - March 
20, 2009. The Brookline Arts Center is 
accessible by the T: take the Green Line 
(C- Cleveland Circle) train and get off at 
the St. Mary’s Street stop (the first stop 
after Kenmore). For more information, 
feel free to visit www.brooklineartscen- 
ter.com or www.minotroses.org. 


in a thick sweet 
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Nud Pob, It’s a Thai thing - 


By Nick Li rc ne 


CONTRIBUTING W RITER 


Craving an Asian meal, but tired of 
Chinese take-out, like egg rolls, chicken 
wings, and cheap lo mein? Why not try 
Thai cuisine, with its signature blend of 
spices and ingredients such as curry, lemon 
grass, spicy peppers and citrus juices? 
Conveniently, 
for all you coura- 
geous diners, Nud 
Pob is an authen- 
tic and inexpen- 
sive restaurant 
located right in 
the heart of the 
Boston Univer 
sity campus. 

Nud Pob 
offers a myriad > 
of Thai classics, 
including Tom Yum soup and Pad Thai, 
and offers other delicious dishes as well. 
Nud Pob serves dishes with a variety of 
meat and seafood, but also offers tofu 
and vegetables as a vegetarian option. 
Although the dishes with beef are the 
cheapest, try to avoid them as the beef 
tends to be extremely tough and chewy. 
Another thing for new diners to avoid are 
the slices of jalapefio used in many of the 
dishes; however, all the other spicy and 
peppery dishes are recommended. 

Among the signature dishes is 
Pad See You, which is a dish of flat rice 
noodles mixed 
with vegetables 
and your choice 
of meat, covered 


sauce. Another 
interesting dish 
is the extremely 
spicy Beef Ren- 
dang, consisting 
of slices of beef, 
green peppers, 
carrots and peas 
covered in curry 


and shredded co- 


fe DUE NER Dek! BOSTONUN eae 


A KUA GAI DISH 


meat, peppers and a fried egg. Take heed, 
however, that the fried egg may not be 
fully cooked. My favorite dish is the crispy 
chicken basil plate, made of fried chicken 
strips marinated in a thick, spicy sauce 
over a plate of basil-cooked rice with slices 
of red bell pepper and jalapeno in it. 

Even though it is easy to miss 
because of its small exterior, Nud Pob 
actually has a large 
interior. The at- 
mosphere of Nud 
Pob is very pleas- 
ant. The walls are 
bright yellow and 
adorned with col- 
orful photos of 
Thai landscape. A 
large copy of the 
i menu is plastered 

Zon the counter, 
_. which is also dec- 
orated with images of the different dishes. 
There is a small table with chopsticks, 
napkins and dining utensils for anyone 
to take, so you do not have to constantly 
badger the employees for such things. 
Even if you are one of those annoying 
diners, the customer service is great. In 
addition, the food comes out quickly—a 
plus for those in a hurry. The restaurant 
also has an array of different flavorings, 
although these are unnecessary because 
the dishes are well-seasoned. 

Diners should be aware that the 
serving portions are much larger during 
lunch hours 
than they are 
during the 
dinner hours. 
_ One would be 
surprised at 
the difference 
in size for the 
same dish 


2 8 price, solely 
= 5 depending on 
© when you or 
der your food. 
That, how- 


gee 


conut. It is an exception to the aforemen- 
tioned warning about beef, because the 
curry sauce makes up for a tasty condi- 
ment. Nud Pob’s unusual Indonesian fried 
rice is equally spicy, coming with slices of 


Modern-Day 


By Zor CurpyLo-WarkiIns, II 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


At first glance, Leverage looks 
like any other television show. It was as 
though some Turner Network Television 
(TNT) executive had the bright idea 
to capitalize on people’s love for klep- 
tomaniacs, the least credible of those 
with mental disorders. With success 
from movies such as The Italian fob and 
Ocean’s Eleven, it is no wonder that such a 
premise as Leverage would find its way on 
television. Leverage, however, lies beyond 
the stereotype. If you combine this idea 
with that of a modern-day Robin Hood, 
then you get Leverage, a series more origi- 
nal than you may expect. 

Timothy Hutton is Nathan Ford, a 
former insurance fraud investigator and 
the ringleader of several criminals. Just 
as Robin Hood once did, these crimi- 
nals steal from the rich and give to the 
poor. They kill two birds with one stone, 
since stealing from the rich also helps 
the criminals demolish Nathan’s former 
employer, a big insurance agency that 
insures these wealthy victims. For the 
amount that the men steal, the insurance 


ever, does not 
stop the restaurant from being a favorite 
for college students. Even if you are not 
in college, Nud Pob is a recommended 
stop for all. 


agency must refund it. 

Though the men have personal 
reasons for doing what they do, they all 
share an overpowering love for money. 
Aldis Hodge has the unenviable task of 
playing a cybercriminal on the show, 
which is a daunting position because 
such actors as Seth Green and Michael 
Weatherly have filled it before him. 


Hodge, however, manages to pull it off - 


admirably enough and proves himself 
in the role of Oscar-winning Hutton by 
bringing more depth to his character 
than Green ever did. More than just a 
comic relief, Hodge shines in the role of 
the character stereotypically left in the 
background. 

Now, I have a confession to make. 
I may or may not have only started 
watching this show when the gorgeous 
Christian Kane called my name to the 
television screen. If you're like me, you’ve 
been seeing him stealing scenes on Ange/ 
since 1999. He does no different with 
his scenes on Leverage as the martial arts 
expert Eliot Spencer (a thug-in-need-of- 
a-hug), whose glowering and brooding 
could put Edward Cullen to shame. . 

Meanwhile, Beth Riesgraf floats 
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It’s a Wrap 


By SILvVANA Vrvas, I 

STAFF WRITER 

People like to stray from their typi- 
cal hamburger-and-fries meal from time to 
time, and, in the absence of a traditional 
cuisine, they often find Mexican food 
a more than viable alternative. I’m not 
talking about Taco Bell, but rather, res- 
taurants that are a little more authentic (I 


use this term loosely) offer a wide array of 


options good for eating in or taking out. 
The question is: which should you choose? 
There is always the issue of price, quality, 
variety, location, etc. and it turns out that 
most places differ in these areas. I have 
looked into some of the more popular 


spots—Chipotle, Boca Grande, Qdoba, 


and Anna’s Taqueria—and developed some 
sort of opinion myself. 

First of all, when you are standing 
on a street curb 
trying to locate 
a Mexican place, 
you are prob- 
ably more likely 
to find a Chipo- 
tle or Qdoba, 
since these are 
the larger, more 
commercialized 
chains available 
in other cities. 
Next in ubiquity 
would be Anna’s 
Taqueria, which 
has a few loca- 


and Chipotle are the priciest burrito joints 
around. It is highly recommended that 
prospective diners go to these with a ten- 
dollar bill in hand. 

Sometimes, it is impossible to put a 
price on good Mexican food. In this case, 
preference depends entirely on your taste 
buds. If you are looking for a burrito, all of 
these places fortunately offer a myriad of 
selections, ranging from grilled vegetables 
to steak-filled. Chipotle is pretty much 
burritos and tacos, as is Qdoba, with the 
exception of the “Mexican” quesadillas, 
the soups and the salads thrown in. Anna’s 
has the usual menu, but includes breakfast 
burritos and Mexican Plates (rice, beans, 
meat, etc.), while Boca Grande has all of 
these plus delicious enchiladas. All of these 
local pseudo-Mexican places have chips, 
salsa or guacamole as appetizers, as well as 
soft drinks—although be prepared to pay 
» fifty cents for 
refills in Boca 
Grande and 
some Anna’s 
locations. 

Oru ail= 
ity depends 
on what the 
ocustomer 


food. As one 
2who prefers 
z 

Sauthentic- 
ity, my pick 


is Boca 


tions in Boston and surrounding towns. 
The ever elusive Boca Grande, however, 
is often harder to find and usually located 
off the beaten path. 

One’s preference probably depends 
on one’s circumstances. If you are down 
to your last wad of singles, chances are 
you are not going to waste your T fare on 
a burrito. When in such a predicament, 
Boca Grande is definitely the way to go, as 
it is the least expensive. Everything there 
costs less than four dollars, with tacos be- 
ing the cheapest. If your wallet is not quite 
so thin, Anna’s Taqueria is your next best 
bet. The most expensive menu items, the 
Mexican Plate and the Super Burrito, top 
out at five bucks, while several other items 


are much cheaper. If you feel like letting . 


out the high roller in you though, Qdoba 


Grande. They have a wider variety to 
choose from, in addition to taking care of 
grill orders as they are made, thus preserv- 
ing the freshness of the ingredients. They 
also have Jarritos bottled soda in many 
flavors, which actually tastes quite good, 
instead of the bland Izzy soda pop offered 
at other establishments. I find Qdoba’s 
offerings too flavorless, and Anna’s too 
greasy. I did enjoy Chipotle’s chicken bur- 
rito, but there is just not enough variety 
in their menu. Furthermore, their burritos 
taste like ingredients in a wrap, not the 
gestalt of dishes found at other restaurants 
(though this may be due to the fact that 
the chain is owned by McDonald’s). 

If you come across a Boca Grande, 
do not hesitate to go in! Your taste buds 
will surely thank you. 


Robin Hood 


from episode to episode like a large 
butterfly (fly- 
ing around 
the set for the 
sole purpose 
of being pret- 
ty). This large 
butterfly has a 


blowing things 
up and an al- 
most insatiable 
love of money. 
Her character, 
Parker, is a psy- 
chotic blonde 
with a tendency: 
toward unnec- 
essary violent 
curiosity. Beth 
Riesgraf is not _ 
a particularly 
strong actress, 
but the charac- 
ter itself is so 
dynamic that 
even the most 
inexperienced 
of actresses can pull it off. 


IT'S MORE THAN A BUILDING 


The last addition to this merry 
band of thieves is Sophie 
Devereaux, played by Gina 
Bellman. As a conman, it 
seems like she is an extrane- 
ous character, the will-they- 
or-won't-they love interest 
to Timothy Hutton’s char 
acter. Bellman’s acting varies 
from a spot-on American ac 
cent (the actress hails from 
New Zealand) to, frankly, a 
laughable attempt at pre- 
tending to be a sultry South- 

2 ern Belle. 

The script is superb, 
and the actors each sparkle 
in their own way (although 
the women are consider 
ably weaker than the men). 
And no matter how many 
heist-themed movies or “cops 
versus criminals” TV shows I 
have watched, you will find 
“» me kicking my brother out of 
‘the TV room every Tuesday 

night to watch the esca- 
pades of this modern-day 
band of Merry Men. 


TNT.C 


FACEROOK.COM - 


By AMBER CRANSTON, I 
ConTrRinuTinG WRITER 


As someone who has known Jacob 
Meister all of his public school life, ’m 
proud to call him a friend. Through the 
years, I've seen Jacob grow into an intel- 
ligent, talented, and just a generally amaz- 


ing person. If you don’t know Jacob, you - 


may have seen him on the stage, either 
in Peter Pan 2004), Kid Simple 007), Tilt 
Angel (2008), The Secret Garden (2008) or 
as Charles Kringas i in this — Merrily 
ee _ 


it started last year. Pm guouuded pee : 
fe ce has come since oe fourth grade _ 
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Not So Revolutionary 


By Emiy Criri1o, II 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


After starring in Titanic a decade 
ago, Kate Winslet and Leonardo Dicaprio 
are reunited in Revolutionary Road, a movie 
based on the eponymous novel by Rich- 
ard Yates. The plot centers around the 
Wheeler couple and their life in a banal 
Connecticut suburb, depicting what life 
was really like behind the facade of marital 
bliss in the 1950s. Initially, the couple’s 
move from the city seemed like a good 


- idea; however, they soon become discon- 


tented and start to plan a new exciting 
life in Paris. When circumstances led this 
to idea astray, the couple’s relationship 
begins to be one of blame, bitter fights, 
and jealousy. 

With expectations for a melancholy, 
yet interesting film from the great sto- 
tyline, Revolutionary Road instead disap- 
points. The film presents viewers with 
more of a character study than it does 
a story by following the lives of Frank 
(Leonardo DiCaprio) and April (Kate 
Winslet) Wheeler. Throughout the film, 
the couple looks down upon their subur- 
ban friends and neighbors, but they blame 
each other for their failures. 

Winslet and DiCaprio both give 


By BIANCA SAUNDERS, II 
CONTRIBUTING Writ ER 


In a society where Botox and face- 
lifts are the norm, and where growing old 
is feared like the plague, there arises a truly 


_ unique and compelling movie that shows 


us __us that old age is not as bad as it seems. 


;s Benjamin Button is a mes- 
_ merizing movie of a man’s 


Classical ees even ne sp sit : 
dent for the Massachusetts’ J 


With such a full extracurricular” 


lineup it’s astounding how well Jacob 
handles his workload. We all know how — 
hard school can be sometimes, and Jacob _ 
has done a wonderful job « of keeping ev" 
erything in balance. 
You would never be able to tell that — 
Jacob has so much on his plate. Whenever 
I see him in the hallways, he a bright, alive’ 
spirit among the dreary and exhausted. 
He’s always there whenever I need help 
or just want to talk. 
As our senior year draws closer 
to the end, I find myself looking back 


people that stands out the most in my 
school memories. __ : 

From kindergarten to the hind 
cea we were aware of each othe bu 


through the years and Jacob is one of the - 


Based on a short 
story by F. Scott Fitzger- 
ald, The Curious Case of 


incredible journey, where 
he lives a life in which 
he ages in reverse. The 
movie begins in New Or 
leans, Louisiana in 1918 
when newborn Benjamin 
Button is abandoned on 
the steps of a nursing 
home. Queenie (Taraji P. 
Henson), a soft-spoken 
caretaker, finds Benjamin 
(Brad Pitt) and raises him 
like her own son. At her 
home, Benjamin meets 
Daisy, the six-year-old 
granddaughter of one of 


the residents, who later 


Ww, 


“uA 
ORMOND 


DEAR 


WHAT IF YOU GREW BACKWARDS? 


exceptional performances; their reac- 
tions and depictions of the characters 
are perfect. They not only play their 
roles well, but they have great on- 
screen chemistry. There are also other 
noteworthy , 
performanc- | 
es. Kathy | 
Bates (also 
in Titanic) 
as Helen 
Givings, the 
nosy neigh- 
bor, sand 
Michael 
Shannon 
as her hus- 
band John 
Givings, 
are both ex- 
ceptional in 


aR 


DARLING, LET’S CHECK JACOB OUT. 


Mendes also did not take any risks, like he 
did in American Beauty. The music selec- 
tion was mediocre and the movie shots 
are bland. This may have been done on 
purpose to capture the boring lives of the 
Wheelers and 
of the other 
suburban fam- 
ilies. 

Many 
would find it 
_ easy to dis- 
| agree with me, 
but all and all, 
I found Revo- 
lutionary Road 
to be a huge 
disappoint- 
~ment. My rec- 
‘Sommendation 
Zis to skip this 


their roles. 
Shannon performs flawlessly as the in- 
quisitive mental patient, the only char 
acter who really sees what is happening 
behind the seemingly perfect Wheeler 
couple. 

Although it is not the fault of the 
actors, the script was too impractical 
because Sam Mendes, the director, tries 
too hard to remain faithful to the novel. 


brief, but wonderful, time together. Like 
all things in life, however, it cannot last, 
and she continues to grow older as he 
enters childhood. 

At first, the audience may think 
that Benjamin’s case is a blessing, but they 
eventually realize that there is no differ 
ence between the natural aging process 
and Benjamin’s. 
Upon reaching old 
age, we find our- 
selves forgetful, un- 
able to walk, talk, 
and feed ourselves 
alone. As Benja- 
min reaches in- 
fancy, we see these 
same qualities in 
him, with the only 
exception being 
that he becomes a 
needy child rather 
than a helpless old 
man. At one point 
in the movie, Daisy 


No 


CATE 
BLANCHETT 


[e) 
Sremarks, “We all 
< . : 
send up in diapers 
axpart.dom/movies: ~ 7 ” . 
THE Oona ie THE DROOMING MAOH MOTION PICTURE { { Zanyways! Despite 


a O 


m=scetting younger, 
Benjamin still can- 


becomes the love of his life. The two im- 
mediately share a strong bond, but they re- 
alize that they cannot be together because 
of his special condition. They eventually 


_ reach the same age, with Cate Blanchett 
playing the older Daisy, and they spend a 


_ Aries (March 21- April 19) 


Say once, but think twice-or place 


_ some duct tape on your mouth. 


Taurus (April 21- May 21) 


It’s true. Being absolutely ridiculous 
is better than being absolutely boring. 


mini (May 22- June 21) 
Don’t anger the tuba player in band 
tomorrow: tubas hurt. 


Cancer (June 22- July 22) 


Excuse me, but I think it’s time you 


_ introduce yourself. Also, buy me a carna- 


tion for Valentine’s Day. 


not escape from the effects of aging. 

The Curious Case of Benjamin But- 
ton reminds me of old black-and-white 
movies, which contain substance and 
meaning rather than just sex and violence. 
It is sophisticated and elegant in every 


Horoscopes 


Leo (July 23- August 21) 
Stop trying to relate everyday life 
to Gossip Girl! 


Virgo (August 22- September 23) 

If you do it you'll regret it. If you 
don’t do it, you'll regret it. You might as 
well do it. 


Libra (September 24- October 23) 
People only talk behind your back 
because you're ahead of them. 


Scorpio (October 24- November 22) 


_. «Sorry, but colored contacts don’t. 


work for you. 


film and rent 
the first season of Mad Men, which has an 
actual plot about a failing marriage. Ifyou, 
however, still want to watch Revolutionary 
Road, go ahead. You will be disappointed. 
The movie comes nothing close to Titanic, 
except for the fact that both end unhap- 
pily and that they both manage to sink— 
Titanic in the ocean and Revolutionary Road 
in the box office. 


A Curious Case Indeed 


way. The special effects used, along with 
hair and makeup, are astounding, which 
is especially helpful given Benjamin’s 
character. Both Pitt and Blanchett are 
frighteningly believable as elderly char- 
acters, attesting to their acting skills. I 
must admit that the only problem lies in 
the lack of emotion of both actors as well 
as the screenplay itself. While their por 
trayal of the elderly couple is believable, 
there is no chemistry during romance 
scenes, and there are no tear-jerking mo- 
ments when there should have been. For 
example, I will always remember the first 
time I saw The Notebook. When elderly 
Noah (Ryan Gosling) realizes that Allie’s 
Alzheimer’s is fully developed and she can 
no longer remember their life together, 
he is crushed. He falls back. on his bed, 
heartbroken and begins to cry. There is 
a significant lack of emotion from Pitt’s 
Benjamin compared to Gosling’s Noah. 

Overall, the movie delivers a great 
moral message, and I have learned some- 
thing meaningful in watching the movie. 
The screenplay and the makeup artists are 
Academy Awards-worthy. Blanchett and 
Pitt, however, are not. The actors simply 
did not convey the characters as well as 
they could have. Still, I was so captivated 
by the originality of this movie that I 
would go see it 10 more times. For those of 
you looking for a highly emotional drama, 
this may not be the movie for you. For 
those who enjoy movies with a powerful 
message, this is it. 


Sagittarius (November 23- Decem- 
ber 22) 

Don’t worry about what other 
people think about you, buy Britney’s new 
CD anyway. 

Capricorn (December 23- January 20) 

When someone says you resemble 


an animal, they have a wild attraction 
for you. 


Aquarius (January 21- February 19) 


You’re so flat the walls are jealous. 


Pisces (February 20 - March 20) . 
You have lethologica....look it up. 
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If You Seek Britney 


By CAITLIN Wats, IIT 


CONTRIBUTING Writer’ 


There is no “oops” this time—she did 
it again just as she was meant to, and we 
could not be happier. With her trademark 
blonde hair finally grown, her post-pregnan- 
cy fat gone, and her dance 
moves back in full swing, 
Britney Spears has made her 
official comeback. 

After putting her ca- 
reer in the back seat for a 
while, or what seemed like 
an eternity to dedicated 
fans, Britney has finally got- 
ten her life back on track. 
In the past several years, she 
has been through two failed 
marriages, two pregnancies, 
and a myriad of crazy antics. 
This year, however, Britney 
managed to reel fans back 
with a hit album that re- 


SHE’S A “PUT-ON-A-SHOW KIND OF GIRL.” 


She is one of the best and undeniably has 
one of the biggest fan bases. By beating the 
odds, she has continued her legacy even 
through the worst of times. Some may have 
faith in her, but for those who do not, I rec- 
ommend listening to her new album, Cz~ 
cus. Undoubtedly, if you have been listen- 
ing to the 
radio for 
the past 
month, 
chances 
are that 
you have 
heard 
Womaniz- 
er and the 
title song 
already. 
JAS Tis;0%5 
check out 


minds us why we love her. 

There can never be a dance party 
without Britney. Her upbeat and catchy 
songs—which we can’t help but dance 
to—bring a good chunk of us back to our 
childhood, and remind us of our preteen 
years. Back in the day, we knew every word 
to Oops, I Did It Again, Baby One More Time, 
Everytime, Toxic and many more. And even 
back in 2007, when her life spun out of 
control, she gave us hits like Gimme More 
and Break The Ice. 

It is admirable that she is still able to 
hold on to all those fans that have grown 
up, mainly by maturing in her musical style. 


for both, 
which involve women getting ahead in 
the business world—and circus elephants. 
But, these two videos are not the only 
ones worthy of the attention; her newest 
creation is filled with possible hits, all in 
typical Britney fashion. IfU Seek Amy, with 
its subversive title (say it really quickly), is 
probably the next single from the album. 
Kill The Lights is definitely a fun dance song 
with its in-your-face lyrics and cool beat. 
Radar, although taken from her last CD, is 
another great techno song. 

Britney also added a few slow songs 
and switched up the CD’s genre from time 


Chinese Democracy 


By Sopnta Wane, II 
CONTRIBUTING | WRITER 


You may be surprised that Guns 
and Roses’ album, Chinese Democracy, was 
finally released last November. Since then, 
consumers have slowly realized its debut. 
After the torrent of rumors and specula- 
tion, the big question the fans have been 
asking is: is the album worth 
the wait? 

To say that Chinese 
Democracy is a Guns N’ 
Roses album is not entirely 
accurate. Axl Rose, the lead 
singer of Guns N’ Roses, is 
the heart and soul behind 
this record since the band’s 
original members had left 
years ago, leaving Axl Rose 
to compose the album on 
his own. Axl Rose began 
writing Chinese Democracy 
in 1994, but as time went 
on, the project made very 
little progress. In 2006, the 
New York Times reported 
that Chinese Democracy had 
already cost $13 million 
to produce, calling it the 
“most expensive album 
never made.” Similar to 
democracy in China, Chinese 


site, Antiquiet. This leak prompted the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation to arrest 
the alleged informant for violating federal 
copyright laws. 


Chinese Democracy became so well- 


known that Dr. Pepper offered to give a 
free can of soda to everyone on the day 
of the release if the album came out in 
2008. Perhaps sensing that the time was 


“THE MOST EXPENSIVE ALBUM EVER MADE” 


to time, which is never a bad idea. Out From 
Under is a sad song that makes you feel like 
you can relate to the pop star and her love 


woes. Then there is My Baby, a personal _ 
song about her kids, which makes you real- _ 
ize that despite her mistakes, she is stilla _ 


loving mother. 
Of course, like all CDs, there are 
some less-than-fantastic tracks. Blur is 


repetitive and has far too much added — 
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. Margaret Kerr 


noise, and Lace and Leather is a miss with 


its tough-to-place sound. 


Still, we could not be happier that 
Britney has made a very successful come- — 


back—the world of pop music has certainly 
missed you, Miss Spears. Sure, the girl has 


made some mistakes and experienced crazy © 
moments. But can we blame her? At the age _ 
of sixteen, she was thrown into the enter — 


tainment industry and made into an instant 
pop icon. She was a star within seconds, 


and she has not been able to stay away — 


from the paparazzi and limelight since 
then. This became problematic eventually. 
Her youthful life was no longer private, 
and she became controlled by her career 
and the media. In a recent documentary, 
she compared herself to a prisoner. If your 
life was spread over every magazine cover, 
and you were not able to go to the grocery 


FACEBOOK.COM 


store for milk without rumors erupting, af 


you would go a little mad, too. 
Forgive Britney for making her 


mistakes and purchase her new CD—you — 


will not be disappointed. If anything, you 


will only be proud of the pop princess for — 


her victorious comeback. Welcome back, 


Britney. Dance parties were just not the — 


same without you. 


the CD 


their share of electronic flourishes, such 
as the bridge of Better, where electronic 
pulses intertwine with the underlying 
melody. Shackler’s Revenge can almost 
pass for an industrial rock song, as Rose’s 
falsetto fuses with a low growl that makes 
the beginning of the song sound almost 
sinister. If the World is a groovy affair that 
starts with a minimalistic beat and Span- 
ish guitars, while Madagascar 
has a string section mixed 
with segments of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a 
Dream” speech. The ballad, 
Street of Dreams, integrates 
soft piano and euphonic riffs 
as Rose sings about a lost love. 
In fact, the lyrics are often 
concerned with lost love, as 
heard in Better, Sorry, and This 
I Love. Additionally, Rose’s 
apparent political empathy, in 
songs like Chinese Democracy, 
ties into his perception of 
himself by revealing glimpses 
of his personality through 
the lyrics. 

Now, to answer the $13 
million question: was it all 
worth it? While Chinese De- 

$ mocracy is not egregious, it 
is not amazing either. It is a 
good album, but its embel- 


Democracy soon came to 
represent something almost impossible 
to create. Axl Rose became the epitome 
of a misguided perfectionist and an ec- 
centric recluse; he rarely gave interviews 
and reportedly obsessed about making 
the record. 

Demos and leaks, however, began to 
surface. While Rose’s record label would 
scramble to stop them, people on the 
Internet would go into frenzy. The most 
recent and memorable leak of the album 


right, Axl Rose released his album in late 
November, selling Chinese Democracy ex- 
clusively through Best Buy. 

So what do 14 years and $13 million 
sound like? Well, it sounds like old the 
Guns N’ Roses with a lot of polishing 
and Pro Tools. 

In Chinese Democracy, Ax\ Rose’s 
vocals still retain his characteristic snarl 
and pitch, though at times, his voice was 
strained. There is no shortage of solos and 


ge ian June’ (20.08 }' on ‘the: music) “bombastic guitars. Many songs also have 


ae 7; AO Peep GAO UGGS! ovpil UY 


OYTO} XY + 


“ years. wish Yb , 


lished sound makes the record 
seem brittle. Coupled with the history 
of the album, it makes you wonder if the 
wide array of instrumentals and polishing 
really needed 14 years to record. 

No, it was probably not worth the 
excessive amounts of time and money. At 
least the album is now available for the 
masses instead of existing solely in Rose’s 
head. Axl Rose tried to make a perfect 
album, so bless him for being pertinacious 
enough to hold onto his ambition for 14 


wet 2 senate’ 1 ai 


eee * 


met Meg when we were in 


ase grade, performing together in Ms. 


Crewdson’s Peter Pim. Since then, we have 
crossed paths continuously as we performed 
together in plays, sang in Concert Choir, 
and competed against each other in Public 
Declamation. 
After spending 10 days as her room- 
mate on the Facing History Eastern Europe 
trip last year, | know how passionate and 
driven Meg is. Though she may seem like 
she’s focused more on theater than school, 
it’s the exact opposite. Meg takes some of 
the hardest courses offered at Boston Latin 
School and manages to excel in all of them. 
Meg can often be found crouched over the 
AP European History textbook, feverishly 
taking notes as she reads. 

Meg is best known for her perfor 
mances in the Boston Latin School Theatre 
Company's plays over the years, but what 


many people don’t know is that Meg is very. 
passionate about her heritage. A proud Irish 


citizen (she'll show you her EU passport 
to prove it), Meg is also president of the 
Irish Historical Society. She’s been known 


to argue with those of English descent just 


for the heck of it, and one of her life goals 


‘is to become fluent in Gaelic. She believes 
that her perseverance and dedication to her 
_ goals are marks of her Irish heritage and she’s 

: cake tolet you know her favorite colors are 


Beyond her many activities, Meg i is 


od incredible person, pushing to help the 
‘community in any way she can. A regular 


participant of EPIIC (Education for Public 
Inquiry and International Citizenship) at 
Tufts, she does her part to help the envi- 
ronment, to support women’s rights, and to 
work for peace. I am proud to be her friend. 
Meg’s determination and drive to succeed 
will push her far beyond where she wants 
to go, and I have no doubt that someday, 
when her name flashes across the big screen, 
we'll all be feo ge “I knew her before she 
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Across 


1. Concert venue: House of this 

3. 3rd floor assistant Head Master 

5. His wife turned into a pillar of salt 

8. This animal’s sound does not echo 

10. British word for “braid” 

11. There are this many senators for each 
state 

14. Miley’s current flame; also the antago- 
nist of Beauty and the Beast 

19. A lawyer who works for free 

20. Japanese word for “empty orchestra” 
22. This American state often causes a very 
loud ruckus (pun) 

23. Magic School Bus teacher 

24. Othello antagonist 

28. JP House of this 

29. Former Boston College star 

30. Beyonce’s alter ego: Fierce 


Gentle 


32. Loo ___ to quit 

36. JD’s favorite drink 

38. The smallest Greek letter 

39. Kanye West keeps this locked down 
40. Dusk; popular book/movie 

42. Find out what this means to Aretha 
Franklin 

45. Man on the __; a BLS English 
teacher 

47. Animal with its heart in its head 

48. Color of David Beckham’s personal- 
ized iPod 

49. Network with “Leverage” 
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Sudokus 


Af 
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Down 


2. New York Times crossword master: 
Will 
3. Boston Latin School quarterback 

4. Tm Bass 

6. Muffin __; also, __ -notch 

7. Famous British clock tower 

8. Physics/Chem teacher who is “100 
percent Egyptian’ 

9. Yankee’s Sabathia 

11. Sarah Palin’s child; also, a running 
sport 

12. Tom Brady’s replacement 

13. John Steinback wrote ___ of Wrath 
15. Famous 19th century Russian play- 
wright 

16. Pocahontas’ real husband 

17. President Barack Obama’s place of 
birth 


18. Heiress spouse of John Kerry 

21. Japanese jazz pianist: Hiromi ___ 
25. IDK, my BFF __? 

26. Oprah Winfrey's BFF 

27. The original vampire (abbrv.) 

31. She was lookin’ kinda dumb with her 
finger and her thumb in the of an 
L on her forehead 

33. Mr. Britto coaches this BLS team 

34. 18th president of the U.S. 

35. Denzel Washington movie: Man on 


ar The “Youn “PY e: 

41. Shortest English sentence 

42. Color of fire extmguisher cans 
43. Red Teletubby 

44. Vietnamese New Year 

46. 2009, Year of the _ 
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The Economic Crisis on Education 


By Puiuip Ler, I 
Business Epitor 


In an economic downturn, neither 
institution nor corporation is safe from 
financial catastrophe. This generalization 
has become a reality with the failures of 
various major banking and investment 
firms and the losses suffered by auto- 
makers across the globe. Students never 
expected the recession to affect their lives 
and futures. 

Yet when the stock market began to 
plummet, the crippling effects of reces- 
sion hit, of all things, education--and it 
_ hit hard. The three wealthiest Ivy League 
schools, Harvard University, Yale Univer 
sity and Princeton University suffered 
considerable losses to their endowment 
since most was invested in the stock 
market. Due to the federal government’s 
increased spending in an effort to aid 
failing institutions, government funding 
for the state of Massachusetts has been 
reduced, resulting in budget cuts within 
the Boston Public Schools system. As 
a result, Boston Latin School’s budget 


Tesla 


By ANGELA Liv, II 


CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


Move over, hybrids! There are new 
cars in town and they are ready to save the 
world—and look good doing it. We are, of 
course, talking about the rebirth of cars 
that use electric power from rechargeable 
battery packs instead of an internal com- 
bustion engine. Therefore, they are much 
more beneficial for the planet. So let us 
break down some of the more anticipated 
details of these shiny new toys. 

When it comes to the production of 
sleek and beautiful electric cars, Tesla Mo- 
tors takes home the gold. As of 2008, they 
are producing their very first car, the Tesla 
Roadster, an all-electric sports car. With 
much of the assembly being completed at 
the Lotus Cars plant in England, which has 
specialized in making sports cars and rac- 
ing cars over the years, one would expect 
the Telsa Roadster to be pretty fast, and 
it does not disappoint. Thanks to its 248- 
horsepower 375-volt electric motor, which is 
powered by a lithium-ion battery, the Tesla 
Roadster can accelerate from o to 60 mph 
in just 3.9 seconds and has a top speed of 125 
miles per hour. Depending on the extent to 


will be cut by, at most, two million dol- 
lars for the upcoming 2009-2010 school 
year. Boston Latin School Association’s 
scholarship fund, which partially relies 
on interest from the stock market, has 
less to offer this year’s senior class than 
the Class of ‘08. 

Almost all colleges and universities 
run on their own endowment, which is the 
amount of money that alumnae or bene- 
factors have donated to the institution. A 
large portion of the endowment is used to 
provide scholarships and financial aid to 
prospective or current students, while a 
smaller portion is set aside to fund about 
half of the school’s annual budget. 

Endowments do not increase based 
on donations alone; many universities, es- 
pecially the Ivies, rely on account manag- 
ers who invest the endowment money in 
different areas of the national and global 
market. Although this provides a steady 
annual income, the universities become 
susceptible to stock market failure, similar 
to the common corporation. With the 
stock market plunge in October of 2008, a 
significant amount of endowment money 


was lost. 

Princeton, with an endowment of 
$16.3 billion as of last June, projects a 25 
percent drop in its endowment by the 
end of its fiscal year, and its holdings in 
the stock market have already fallen by 11 
percent. Yale has seen its endowment drop 
by 25 percent, from $22.9 billion to 17 bil- 
lion dollars. Harvard, by far the wealthiest 
private institution in the world, has lost 22 
percent of its $36.9 billion dollars endow- 
ment, roughly $8 billion, and is planning 
for a 30 percent loss at the end of the 
school year ~ its worst in 40 years. 

These reported losses, however, 
only account for the universities’ hold- 
ings in the stock market; they have yet 
to publicize reports of the other por 
tion of their endowment invested in 
real estate and private equity, both of 


. which have been also affected by the 


economic crisis. Facing the escalat- 
ing losses, most colleges, including the 
aforementioned, have cut back on staff 
wages, building projects and certain 
programs. They have also raised annual 
tuition. 


This year, BLS faces a similar pre- 
dicament. The BLSA, the organization 
that funds college-bound scholarships 
and extra-curriculars, is expected to suf- 
fer a 30 to 40 percent loss in its current 
investments. Each of the scholarships 
supported by the BLSA has its own bank 
account which in turn is managed by its 
own investors. The amount that will be 
lost largely depends on how the market 
performs leading up to Prize Night, but 
there is no doubt that the scholarships 
will be reduced by a significant amount. 
Annual contributions will, for the most 
part, stay steady, but the BLSA is also 
cutting its own budget to compensate 
for more possible losses. Though there 
has been no confirmation of it, freshmen 
sports that the BPS does not fund may 
no longer be available due to the newly 
reduced budget. 

Until the economy veers on an- 
other upturn, it will be a dark period for 
education. Most institutions must resort 
to hacking off vital bits of curriculum 
and student life—things integral to a full 
scholarly experience. 


Motors and the Electric Car 


which the car is used, it can travel a distance 
of 170 to 256 miles on a single charge of the 
battery. A full recharge of the vehicle takes a 
mere three and a half hours using the High 
Power Connector that comes as standard 


of models called “BlueStar,” which will be 
much more affordable, with prices ranging 
from $20,000 to $30,000. Development 
and production for the “BlueStar” models 
is planned to start in 2012. 


equip- Another upcom- 
ment. ing line of electric cars is 
Howev- being produced by Miles 
er, look Electric Vehicles; these 
‘ing and cars will debut in early 
work- 22010. Few people have 
ing this heard of Miles Electric 
well & Vehicles, but the compa- 
does ny is a forerunner in the 
Ra Ome world of electric cars. 
come = Costing from $40,000 
cheap. Sto $50,000, the Miles 
Geb he ZEV “Highway Speed” 
price of & sedan will have a maxi- 
the Tes- ELECTRIC CARS NEVER LOOKED THIS GOOD mum speed of 80 mph 
la sports and accelerate from 0 to 


car has increased from $98,000 in 2008 to 
$109,000 in 2009. 

Telsa Motors is also working on a 
sedan model called “WhiteStar” or “Model 
S,” which will be unveiled in 2010. It is ex- 
pected to cost about $60,000 and run for 
225 miles per battery charge. Profits from 
Model S will be used to fund a third line 


60 mph in 8.2 seconds. In addition to going 
120 miles per battery charge, this stylish 
vehicle includes a sunroof, air conditioning, 
advanced airbags and powered seats, mak- 
ing it a better and environmentally greener 
version of the current sedan. 

For those of us who do not have all 
that extra cash lying around to buy a Tesla 


or Miles EV, we can still partake in the 
electric car movement. The ZENN (Zero 
Emission, No Noise) electric vehicle from 
ZENN Motors, based in Toronto, costs 
about $16,000. Of course, a $16,000 car 
differs greatly from a $109,000 car: The 
ZENN is a slower vehicle, with a maximum 
speed of 25 mph. Although it is a tad com- 
pact, it can seat a driver and a passenger, 
in addition to 13 cubic feet of storage. The 
vehicle has a range of 35 to 50 miles per 
battery charge and the battery can be fully 
recharged in a decent four hours. 

German automaker, BMW, is also 
joining the revolutionary movement: one of 
the few major carmakers to enter the grow- 
ing market. Their all-electric, two seater 
“Mini E” runs on a lithium-ion battery 
that will go about 150 miles per “full tank.” 
BMW claims that it will have an accelera- 
tion from o to 62 mph in 8.5 seconds and a 
top speed of 95 mph. Prices have not been 
set as of now, but the “Mini E” will only 
be available for lease to select customers 
in California, New York and New Jersey. 
Hopefully other prominent carmakers, 
such as the failing GM, Ford and Chrysler, 
will catch onto America’s growing “green 
appetite.” 


Madoff Made Off with 50 Billion 


By Ky_e Moore-Anperson, IIT 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


One of the biggest scams in Ameri- 
can history was masterminded by Ber 
nard L. Madoff. Virtually an unknown to 
the public until this point, he has made 
people wonder, “Who is this Bernard L. 
Madoff, and how did he become multibil- 
lionaire?” 

Madoff was born in 1938 in Queens, 
New York and grew up in a Jewish neigh- 
borhood. He started his own investment 
firm, Bernard L. Madoff Investment Secu- 
rities, LLC., in 1960 and with his excep- 
tional knack for investing, he eventually 
becante the Chairman of the NASDAQ 
stock exchange. He soon worked his way 
into New York’s upper class society and 
soon livedra lifestyle similar to those dis- 
played on MTV’s Cribs. While stabilizing 
his newfound status, Madoff gained the 
trust of many rich investors, providing 


the foundation for the most ‘expensive’ ° 


lie to date. 


With his new aristocratic friends 
secured, he made his move. Although 
his clients received statements asserting 
a steady double digit annual return, the 
investments did not actually generate 
those lofty results. 

Madoff was orchestrating a sophis- 
ticated, high-end, Ponzi scheme-a scam 
that uses money from new clients to pay 
off old ones. The Ponzi scheme is the 
classic case of “robbing Peter to pay Paul,” 
made famous in the 1920s by Charles... 
well, Ponzi. Using the knowledge of 
stocks that created his fortune as a cover, 
Madoff could shroud this scam from the 
philanthropic acquaintances he stole 
from. Though this plan seemed air-tight, 
a few whistleblowers suspected chicanery 
and went as far as notifying the Securities 
and Exchange Commission, only to be 
ignored. No one wanted to take on the 
“mighty Bernie Madoff.” 

Without any authorities keeping 
watch over him; it s¢emed'as though Ma- 
doff were unstoppable. In late 2008, how- 


ever, the stock market took a dramatic 
turn for the worse—in some cases, stocks 
were down as much as 50 percent. Mad- 
off’s clients began to panic and wanted to 
cash in on their holdings. 

Predictably, Bernard L. Madoff 


Investment Securities, LLC. could not 
meet liquidation, since it did not have 
the money that appeared on clients’ 
statements. His 1éarly "y0-billion-doltar 
Ponzi Scheme collapsed piece by piece. 


MADOFF: THE UPPERCLASS THIEF 


Burdened with guilt, he confessed to his 
sons, who turned him in, not wishing to 
face jail time themselves. 

In all likelihood, Madoff investors 
will get only pennies on the dollars they 
invested with him; some will even lose all 
q of the money they 
* invested. Although 
i many feel that he 
~. should be in jail 
~ until his court ap- 
pearance, Madoff 
¢ is currently under 
s house arrest in his 
Upper East Side 
seven-million- 
dollar penthouse. 
oHe was recently 
caught trying to 
_ mail out expensive 
jewelry, antiques and other valuables to 
friends and family before the government 
repossessed all of his assets. Once tried, 
Madoff willlikely spend the rest of his life 
behind bars. 
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Spotlight 
David Yazbeck 


By Suu Yi Zuou, I 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


I’ve always known from the moment 
I met David Yazbeck in the eighth grade 
that he was special. At the time, he was 
the quiet kid in the back of Latin class, 
but over the past few years, I’ve realized 
that there is more to oes than what 
meets the eye. 

One thing we all know about David 
is that he swims. Not only has he been 
on the Boston Latin School Swim team 
since seventh grade (becoming one of 
the youngest swimmers ever to receive a 
sports award), but he also swims six days 
a week on another team called the South : 
Shore Strypers with his friend Luka Grujic_ 
(). On weekday mornings, David shows 

his immense discipline by waking up a 
few hours before 7:45 AM to go to swin 
practice. On Saturdays, he gets up ridicu 

lously early at $:30 AM! be he 


? Acton-Boxborough in December, they 


not cee cies too much to say (as 
previously noted, he doesn’t say much > 
himself), but because most of his bear eae : 
ties are things you really can’t put a finger 
on. You simply have to get to know him. 
Few people know that Dayid almost 
moved back to Lebanon when he was six 


months old, but I’m sure we’re all glad 
that he didn’t. Senior year, and this school, 


would be sorely lacking without him, and - 


it’s probably our greatest collective desire | 
to see David in London in four years as 
he achieves one of his long-term goals. I 
know I'll be crying from my TV set, not 
just because he’s brilliant at his sport, but 
because he is one of the truest friends patty 
ie or eye ace have. | : 
é ied sae EN c 


_ for the Boston Latin School Boys’ Swim 
_ team. The boys are talented swimmers, 
_ but have been facing problems beyond 
_ their control. 


_ The drowning of a young girl in a Mas- 
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BOYS’ BASKETBALL: 
Striving for a Three-Peat 


GIRLS’ BASKETBALL: 


Hope is Coming; Fan's Angst 


By AMBER CRANSTON, I 
Cont! RIBUTING WRIIER 


By Noau Suapiro, I 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


As most of you know, this year’s Boys’ Basketball team has 
a lot on its shoulders. There’s the pressure of stepping up to fill 
the shoes of the 2007 and 2008 teams (both DCL champs) and 
then there’s the need to be their own team and to leave a legacy 
of their own. I, as manager, think that they've been doing a good 
job thus far. 

I sat down with Coach Smith Smitty as we like to call him) 
and asked him a few questions about the team. He feels that the 
team has been doing “alright” so far, but that since four of their 
seven games have come down to the last minutes, they need to 
“learn how to take care of business early.” He also said that our 
chances at a “three-peat” for the DCL championship depend on 
two things: making sure we win all of our games at home, and at 
least have a winning record away. 

When 
I asked him 
what player had 
stepped up the 
most for the 
year, he told 
me “the big- 
gest surprise 


| chas been first | 


5 guard, senior 
2 Joey Deltufo 
“ (1). He learned 

from Robbie 
Walton (08) and Greg Maneikis (07) how to be a leader as a 


ONUOHA (1) MAKES IT RAIN ON WAYLAND 


2 starting point — 


point guard.” And it’s obvious; Joey has really come to the season | 


ready to take on whatever the other teams throw at him. 


During practice, Coach Smith works everybody very hard. | 
Of course there’s a lot of running and going through plays and — 


makes the ones that are at home that much more important and 


_ it “for less than a grande caramel frappuchino from Starbucks, 


you can come and support your 2-time DCL champs.” 


By Eu SHOE DEAN, II 


diving boards. 


‘This season has been a difficult one 


After losing their first meet against 
were unable to practice for two weeks. 


sachusetts public pool forced the state 
to institute a regulation that made it 
mandatory for each public pool’s drainage 
system to be inspected before anyone was 
allowed to return. 


_ working on free throws, but there’s also a lot of team building. | 
The boys are always told to clap for each other when running | 
_ or calling out shots from the bench. Towards the beginning of © 
__ the season, everyone was playing like they were individuals. But _ 
as Captain Nico Irano (1), said “the Concord Carlisle game was 
_ a coming together for us as a team.” It was clear with the 71-58 | 
- win that that was all they really needed. 
And now here’s my request to you guys, the readers. Please _ 
_ come to the home games. I know that there aren’t many, but that _ 


Over the years, I have grown to be a diehard fan of the 
Boston Latin School Girls’ Basketball team and finally became 
the manager of the team last year. As manager, I keep track of 
the scorebook and travel to the games with the team. As a result 
of all this, I have become friendly with the players and Coach 
Roberts as well as solidified my “fanship” of the team. 

In recent years, people have lost faith in the Girls’ Basket- 
bail team. This is not surprising because, to be blunt, the team 
has lost most of its games and is not playing up to the caliber of 
other teams in the Dual County League. 

Although these words may sound cruel and strange com- 
ing from an ardent fan, I only say them because I think I know 
what’s coming. 

After following the team for two years, I have come to 
know the girls pretty well and can see that there is a lot of talent. 
In future years, that talent will translate into victory. Some of the 
younger veteran varsity players, who are not graduating this year, 
will still be with us for years to come, including: Jonlyn Englert 
(IID, Michelle Ventura (II), Emily Berardi (IIT), Molly Ryan (ID, 
Jillian Galofaro (ID), Jackie McDonagh (IID, and Bridget Quinn 
(II). These girls have displayed enormous improvements in skill 
and teamwork. After seeing their amazing abilities as individual 
players, I am confident that BLS will witness great things from 
them later on. 


WOLFPACK GIRLS GRAB LIFE BY THE BALL 


Kay Smith (D and Katie Walsh (I), the two co-captains, 
are on their game this year and are also embodiments of true 


leaders. When asked about the team, Kay reported, “We work 


_ really hard on and off the court. [We] come out strong at the 


_ special. It may not seem like the players need the support, or that _ 
_ you might be distracting them, but that simply isn’t true. For 
__ starters, everyone that can should come to the home game against _ 
_ Catholic Memorial on Sunday, February 1. It is a big rivalry game, 


end of the games, but it isn’t good enough. [Wel have to find 
a way to come off aggressive and be much more physical than 
{our} opponent. That’s what wins games.” Katie added that the 


_ team has “definitely come a long way in the past few years and 


_ so it’s going to be intense. The more fans we have, the better it 
_ will be. And it really means a lot to the players to have people in — 
_ the gym, yelling and cheering them on. The tickets are only three © 
_ dollars, so it isn’t very expensive. Or, as Coach Smith like to put 


{we’re} going to continue to improve.” As Harvey Dent says in 
The Dark Knight, “The night is darkest just before the dawn. 
And I promise you, the dawn is coming.” This year has been 
difficult for the team, but there is still time left. For all the fans 


_ out there, do not give up hope. To the girls—we still have faith 
_ and believe in you. 


allow the team to use the 5 


In addition to the 
pool complications, the 
team also had to deal 
with adjusting to a new 
coach. Bruce Conley, 
the coach of the Girls’ 
Swim team, has stepped 
in as the replacement for 
Coach Curley and will 
now coach both teams. 

Yet, despite all of 
this adversity, the team 
remains optimistic. They 
have been very solid in 
recent years and refuse | 


Boys \ Without Pool, Not Heart 


_. This year, the team is 
led by captain Dan Lynch 
(I), David Yazbeck (D, and 
Luka Grujic (I). There are 
many opinions as to who the 
Most Valuable Swimmer will 
_ be, but senior Tom DiNardo 
_ (D knows who is getting his 
vote, “Kent Li (ID is a stal- 
lion, and he will lead us to 
victory.” 

It isa shame that most 
people at this school do not 
pay attention to the Boys’ 
Swim team. They are one 
_ of the better and more con- 
sistent sports teams at this 


As a result, several of their meets 
have been canceled. The team must 
compete without a home pool as well, 
something which many of the young men 
are upset about because they must swim 
without the fan support they have thrived 
on in previous years. They now practice 
at the pool at Simmons College instead 
of at the Murphy School in Dorchester, 
where the team had practiced before. 
Some members of the team are very disap- 


_ pointed that Simmons College does not 


to let this setback affect 
them. Travis Connolly 
(D said, “The team isn’t 
as good this year as in 
past years, but we stil 


I BIRD? PLANE? NO, IT's YAZBECK 


- school, continually staying 
2 over .500, something that 
2 many other teams could only 
< fathom. While it may be 


especially hard to follow the 


have a strong team.” The future is bright 
for years to come, as the team is filled 
with many skilled underclassmen. Edbert 
Wang (ID) says, “We are hopeful this year, 
we got some good prospects, and a lot of 
heart.” Those are definitely three keys to 


victory. 


team this year due to the many cancelled 
meets and the lack of a home pool, people 
should still make an effort to show their 
support. The Boys’ Swim team is one of 


the bright spots in this school and they _ 


deserve all the encouragement they can 
get from the student body. 


Se 


team is coming 


__ last year, there is 
..» reason.to believe 
~ that this year will 


Boston Latin School Argo 


By GREG eee I 


_ STAFF Writer 


From this year’s captain’s practice in 
mid-October until now, the motto of the 
Boston Latin School Boys’ Hockey team has 
not changed—telentlessness. 

The team has expectedly bounced 
back this year, already reaching half of the 
total wins from last year and earning the 
team a rank of rth in Division IT. The team 
started off with a 4-4 record, but the remain- 
der of the schedule gives Boys’ Hockey a 
good opportunity to distinguish themselves 
as an elite team. 

With a veteran lineup of ro seniors, 
the team depends on the leadership of its 


_ experienced players. The aggressive mental- 


ity and diligent training this year has started 
the boys off strong, and the future only looks 
more promising for them. 

The captains of the Boys’ Hockey 
team (also known as the Big Three) are 
Ryan Byrne (1), John Galofaro (D), and Justin 
Evangelista (ID). They have been a part of the 
team for along time and provide leadership 
for younger players. 

The most experienced of all is John 
Galofaro. Ryan Byrne, often compared to 


Wrestling Bounces Back 


By Aapuar Manajan, II 


CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


The 2008-2009 Boston Latin School 
Wrestling team has begun its season. 
Although the owes 


of a poor season 


be different be- 
cause there are 
many returning 
starters. Led by | 
captains Sam 
Brenner (I), Sam 
Tavares (II), 


Greg McQuaid © ‘Ay 


Tim Tebow, leads his team with his abilities 
and encouragement, remaining an excel- 
lent student in school. Other seniors who 
have stepped up this year include Seamus 
McCabe (1) and Jimmy Doogan (1), both 
magnificent players with years of experience 
on the ice. 

Boys’ Hock- 
ey’s success this F 
year is partly at- 
tributed to its no- 
ticeable improve- 
ment on defense. 
Brendan O’Brien 
(D commented on 
his fellow team- 
mate and defensive 
stud Evan Picari- 
ello (I), “I got to 
hand it to him, the 
kid’s got one of the greatest D’s I’ve ever 
seen.” 

There is much to be said about Mi- 
chael McLaughlin (1), the athlete with so 
much school spirit, who he claims that he 
“keeps the purp by the pound.” The most 
appreciated quality about Mike, other than 
his school pride, is his work ethic. “Mike 
is always the first one in the shower and 


considered by many to be one of the best 
wrestlers in the state. The team has also 
seen an influx of good young talent from 
the kids in the 8th and 9th grades. “Coach 
Gibbons has done a good job recruit- 
ing younger 
kids who he 
has taught or 
coached fresh- 
man. football,” 
says Zach 
Schwartz (11). 
The sea- 
son did not 
estart off too 
well, losing 
to the strong 
Newton South 
-<and Arlington 
teams (accord- 


(I), and Mike 
Gortze (ID), the team has been solid so far 
this season. Sam Brenner, who at 10-2, is 


Out to Prove Doubters Wrong 


By Evan PIcarRIELLo, I 
Starr WRITER 


The Girls’ Hockey team at Boston 
Latin School has had a long history of 
success. Ever since winning the Massachu- 
setts Division II State Championship in 
2001 and the Division I State Champion- 
ship in 2002, the Girls’ Hockey team has 
had no problem qualifying for the state 
tournament every season. However, the 
girls have yet to win another state title 
since 2002. 

This year is shaping up to be another 
promising season. With a current record 
of 4-3-2, the team is on pace to make it to 
another state tournament. This year, how- 
ever, is different from previous ones. The 
team is, overall, very young and inexperi- 
enced, consisting of many freshmen and 
even younger players. Co-captain Stefani 
McGrath (I) remains confident in the 
team, despite uncertainty from other play- 
ers. “Everyone expects us to be terrible 
this year because of the lack of experience 
on our team and we are weaker this year, 
but we’re doing pretty well so far and I 
think we can continue to be successful,” 
said McGrath. “We lost two All-Scholastic 
players last year due to graduation and 
because of that no one really gave us a 


ing to Schwartz, they both were “all Akshat 
and Luke’s fault”). The team had a strong 


chance to do anything this year.” 

The main focus of this year’s team 
has been teamwork, rather than individual 
skill. Defensive skaters Olivia Collins (ID 
and assistant captain Lauren Doran (1) 
have stepped up as the dominant players 
this season 
and have 
continu- 
ously pun- 
ished oppo- 
nents who 
try to get 
past their 
goalie and 
co-captain, 
Siobhan & 


Elvin (II). © 
GIRLS ON ICE 


SPORTS 
9 mii RELENTLESS! 


PENSE es Uae NO NEE ae 


the last one to leave,” said Mike’s younger 
protégé, Keven McDonough (II). 

Coach Frank Woods has been with 
the team for a few years now and has seen 
his share of successes. His strict coaching 
tactics to create a well-oiled machine of ath- 
letes have been compared to those of 1968 
Olympic hockey coach, 
@ Herb Brooks. Coach 
|) Woods reacted to the 
comparison by saying, 
“It would take all the 
Herbs in the world for _ 
these boys to pull off | 
= some sort of miracle, 
© but nonetheless, the 
8 team looks good.” As 
_9 Rodney Dangerfield 
once said, “I went to — 
a fight the other night 
and a hockey game broke out.” Indeed, to 
fight (not violently, but figuratively) is exactly 
what the boys will need to do if they expect 
to make it to the state tournament this year. 
As the boys approach the meat of the season, 
and as the games become increasingly impor 
tant, the BLS fans can enjoy the excitement 
of a revived competitive spirit in the Boston 
Latin School Boys’ Hockey team. 


By Ontvia Co .iins, IT 
‘& Srosyan Exvin, Hi 
ie lab Ai Weirers 


— On Cate 1s, 1990, a godlike 
_ creature by the name of Stefani Kathleen 
McGrath hatched from her egg and be- 
_ gan to take her first angelic steps. Named 
_ after her older brother's childhood crush, 
Stephanie Tanner, Stefani took to the ice 
immediately, as if she were put on this earth 
for the sole purpo of dangling. Stefani 
id ra South Boston, aka 

untry, and is known throughout 

the whole town. From the beginning, the 
” female senior has 


showing in the Tyngsborough tourna- 
ment, where Brenner and McQuaid came 
in 2nd and Tavares came in third. In the 
Framingham tournament, the team had a 
decent outing where it placed roth out of 
21 teams. Then, they lost a tough match 
against Waltham, 40-36, on the last match 
of the night. The strongest showing by 
far was in the Middleborough where the 
team finished second overall and had six 
wrestlers finish in first: Olajide Ogundipe 
(ID (a.k.a. Jr.), Sam Brenner, Zach Shwartz, d 
Sam Tavares, Greg McQuaid, and Jamie of & 
Banks (ID. Injuries, to Luke Vadala (ID, a 
but more importantly, to Greg McQuaid, — 
have hindered the team’s performance. As _ 
a result, the team has lost to King Phillip, — 
Arlington, and Catholic Memorial. . 

Luckily for the team, the schedule — 
looks to be easier to dominate because 
they are expected to be facing lesser op- 
ponents. 


up er ‘skates ony 


and I think that they’re the future of this 
team and it’s good to see them doing well 
this early in their careers. They really 
show that the future looks promising for 
this team,” commented McGrath on the 
three freshmen stars. “Hopefully they can 
continue their success and will 
help contribute to a successful 
season this year.” 

With wins against strong 
teams such as Westford Acad- 
emy and Weston/Wayland as 
well as ties against Austin Prep 
and Lincoln-Sudbury, there is 
no doubt that Boston Latin is 
xstill one of the teams to beat in 
Girls’ Hockey. The girls know 
that each and every game is 


Collins 
praised Elvin, saying, “There is no doubt 
that she is the best goalie in the league and 
one of the best in the state. Other teams 
think so as well. Siobhan has repeatedly 
kept us in close games and she has been 
standing on her head making saves all sea- 
son.” The team’s success is also attributed 
to the hard work of several of the younger 
players on the team, including: Bridgette 
Nee (IV), Marykate Lampron (IV) and 
Julia Caldwell (IV). “Bridgette, Marykate, 
and Julia have really stepped up this year 


important. “We know that we 
need to come out of every game with at 
least one point for the standings sowecan | kes 
win the state tournament at the endofthe 4 e’s face. Tei is more e ofa 4° 
season,” stated McGrath. With big games tr ‘than a blessing that her time to- 
coming up soon, the BLS Girls’ Hockey cross the s stage has come so soon. As we 
team knows that victory will not come as _ struggle to choke back the tears, we will 

easily as it has in the past. However, this _ try to remember that she will continue to 

fact will not stop the girls from trying; | shine wherever she is headed in the fall. 

instead, it will make them even hungrier Whether she knows it or not, Stefani has 7 
for success and push them to their limits _ left a footprint in the sand of all of our 

to give everything they have for another s which can never be washed away : 
chance at a state championship. ; the'tidesoftime. 
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Word on the 
Street 


Do you think the budget cut 
should affect the sports depart- 
ment? 


“T don't think they should cut the 
budget because it would also affect the 
school’s athietic department and that 
would affect the size of the team and, 
along with the lack of equipment, would 
hinder their performance.” 

~Don Vu, I 


Ne whys 


Versus 


Should Major League 
Baseball have 
a salary cap? 


NO!! 


By VIMIN To, Ul 


STAFF WRITER 


By LAUREN ANDERSON, I 
ASSISTANT Sports Epiror 


Salary cap — the limit on the amount of money a team 
can spend on player salaries. As of now, Major League Baseball 
is the only major professional American sport that has yet to 
establish one. As a result, the league has faced numerous in- 
ternal problems. From the skyrocketing player salaries to the 
uneven playing field, the lack of a salary cap has undoubtedly 
impacted the game. 

Without a salary cap, major league franchises are free to 
spend as much money as they want on free agent players. In 
theory, this sounds like a great idea, but in practice, it is really 
quite the opposite. With no limits put in place, the wealthier 
team owners can just go out and buy themselves a winning team 
through free agency. Hank Steinbrenner, owner of the Yankees, 
_ has done this throughout his career, paying top dollar for the 
_ most sought after free agents. Without a salary cap, good teams 
will no longer be weighed by how good the management is or 
how fine a job the coaching has done, but by the sheer depth 
of their wallets. 

And it is because of this that you often see the same teams 
at the bottom of each division year after year. The small market 
teams just cannot compete at the same level as the big market 
teams can. Many small market teams are forced to rely on their 
young, inexperienced, farm system players. The worst part is 
that developing star players will likely end up getting traded 
midseason for prospects because the teams know they have 
no shot of retaining that player via free agency. This is because 
they lack the funds to outbid the big market teams for their 
own players, and subsequently lose them in a short amount of 
time. The lack of a salary cap gives the big name teams limitless 
possibilities while the small name teams are left wondering if 
they will ever make the playoffs. How many more seasons will 
we have to endure watching the same six or seven teams play for 
the World Series title? It has become clear that the big market 
teams have the scale tipped in their favor. 

Also, without a salary cap, MLB players are getting paid 
more and more with each season. Just look at this year’s off 
season transactions: A.J. Burnett signed a five-year $82.5 mil- 
lion contract, C.C. Sabathia signed a seven-year $161 million 
contract, and Mark Teixeira agreed to a seven-year $161 million 
contract (only the Yankees...). All these huge contracts given out 
translate to higher ticket prices for fans that want to go to the 
game. Nowadays, you would be hard pressed before you find a 
way to bring your family to the game without paying more than 
two hundred dollars. 

With all this being said, the benefits of a salary cap would 
be enormous. For one thing, the prices of tickets would not 
be as high as they are now. In these hard economic times that 
America is facing, it is hard to cough up a few hundred dollars to 
watch a baseball game. Lower prices would in turn bring in more 
crowds. The MLB would also become a much more competitive 
league: If big-name teams have to stay under the salary cap, they 
would be limited on the number of All Star-caliber players they 
can sign. The teams would be more evenly matched, and you 
wouldn’t see as many teams out of playoff contention by the All 
Star break. This creates a much fairer environment, and games 
would be more exciting to watch, for there would be fewer un- 
evenly matched teams. In the past few years, itseems like MLB 
has been overshadowed by the National Football League and 
the National Basketball Association. With a salary cap comes 
more parity. With more parity comes more excitement. With 


“For a lot of students, academics is 
a real struggle. Sports let us at least excel 
in one oe It isn’t fair for them to take 
that away.” 
-— Richard Lam, I 


“They should cut the football team, 
because they are worthless.” 
-- Michael Marra, I 


important establishments that our ae 
has~its schools.” Se Le 
=EzanaGrimm, I~ 


“They should reduce some funding 
from the teams that get more and give 


some to the teams that don’t get any at 
all.” 


fe Seer GOTOH R tee eee dias more excitement comes more interest. And with more interest 
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Should Major League Baseball have a salary cap? This is 
the question that many feel passionately about, but the real 
question is: why? What would a salary cap accomplish? There 
is nothing in professional sports that a salary cap could change. 
There will always be players who play for the love of the game 
and players who play for the love of money. This is the way the 
game works today. 

This past year, the October Classic was truly a classic. It 
was played between the 13th and 29th ranked teams according to 
team payroll. This proves that team salary does not guarantee a 
World Series title. What can the highest payroll buy you? Most 
likely, it will result in high-profile, money-grubbing players who 
have less than stellar personalities and are more interested in 
their statistics than winning. 

The Boston Red Sox had the 4th-highest payroll in 2008 
with $133,440,037. However, last August, we were so desperate to 
get rid of Manny Ramirez, who exemplifies the aforementioned 
type of player, that we sent him to a National League team across 
the country and still offered to pay his salary. It is not just about 
money; it is about team morale and chemistry. Yes, we are able to 
spend more money than most teams; however, we still care about 
the players and their attitudes. Welcoming Jason Bay to the team 
was a breath of fresh air for Boston. Bay replaced Ramirez, one 
of the most sluggish players in the majors, and showed his love 
for the game through tireless dedication and effort. 

However, it does not seem like things will change much 
in baseball. For 2009, it appears as though the Yankees are try- 
ing to buy a championship. Many think that this is wrong, but 
why? The Yankees have not won a World Series since winning 
three consecutive championships, from 1998 to 2000. However, 
the Yankees have had the highest payroll since 1994, with the 
exception of Toronto in 1995, and Baltimore in 1998. Despite 
their astronomically high payroll, the New York Yankees have 
been, for the most part, unable to buy a World Series win. The 
Yankees have played in many World Series games, but recently, 
they have been home each October watching other teams—teams 
that have a fraction of the Yankees’ salary-win the coveted 
October Classic. 

Why ruin a good thing? If George Steinbrenner, the owner 
of the Yankees, wants to waste his money by paying his players 
an astounding sum of money for not winning championships, let 
him. This provides teams that have potential the chance to win 
a World Series. This is proof that you cannot buy the chemistry 
needed to make it to the playoffs; you cannot buy a champion- 
ship. Money can only take you so far. 

What would a salary cap do? Essentially, a salary cap would 
give the owners of teams less money to do even less with and 
evoke complaints from athletes, coaches, and owners. 

In the last ten years, 15 different teams (half the number 
of teams in baseball) have made it to the World Series. Of those 
15, eight different teams have won the championship. This is a 
statistic that overshadows many other professional sports in 
which a few salary-capped franchises dominate. 

It appears as if Major League Baseball is a recession-proof 
entity in which teams can try to buy a championship. History 
has shown us, however, that trying to purchase a World Series 
title is like trying to buy a ticket to heaven. You can spend all the 
money in the world, but there are other things more important 
in achieving success. A championship caliber team must have 
good intentions and a true passion. Sorry to those teams who 
still have not learned their lesson. Maybe another Yankee-less. 


2! October willléad yu to. change -your ways. ¢C 0. do peicviged 
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By Ricarpo A. SANCHEZ 
STAFF WRITER 


As the 2008-2009 National Basket- 
ball Association season progresses, many 
things can be said about the Boston Celt- 
ics. This is their first season as “defending 
champions.” The Big Three are back, and 
they will defend their title with virtually 
the same supporting cast. The Celtics 
got off to a fast start, winning 19 games 
in a row, before losing to the Los Angeles 
Lakers on Christmas Day. Now, you may 
ask, “What’s new?” The team is winning, 
the Big Three are dominating and Celtics 
fans are content. The one major difference 
this time around is their exciting young 
point guard, Rajon Rondo. 

Rajon Rondo is undoubtedly the 
catalyst of the Celtics team. Every night 
he plays a major role in the team’s suc- 
cess or failure. Statistics show that when 
Rondo plays well, the Celtics win. There 
are, of course, those nights when Rondo 
does not play very well; on those nights, 
the team is not as successful. There seems 
to be a direct correlation between Rondo’s 
performance each night and the Celtics’ 


Inside Look at the NCAA 


By Coin Murpny, IV 
Starr WRITER 


TOP 25: With the college basket- 
ball non-conference season pretty much 
over, it is time to move on to conference 
play. There are so many talented teams 
throughout the country, which is why this 
season will be a memorable one. From 
our hometown Boston College Eagles 
taking down the mighty and top-ranked 
North Carolina Tar Heels, to the Big East 
Conference having a National Collegiate 
Athletic Association record nine teams in 
the Top 25, this season has been action- 
packed so far. North Carolina, ranked No. 
1 during the preseason and the favorite 
to win it all, has shown people why they 
might be one of the best teams ever to play 
the game at the college level. Before their 


For Pats, Offseason Starts Early 


By Sancuay JAIN, IT 
STAFF Writer 


Like many New Englanders, I was 
devastated on December 28, 2008, when 
a Brett Favre interception led to a victory 
for the Miami Dolphins, effectively elimi- 
nating our hometown Patriots from play- 
off contention. Despite the fact that the 
Patriots ended the year 11-5, this was the 
first time a team with that record missed 
the playoffs since the Cleveland Browns 
back in 1985. After Week 17, the Patriots 
held the same record as the Been 
Football Conference East-winning ‘Fin: 


and the No. 6 seed, Baltimore, but the - 


tiebreakers were in favor of both th 
teams. 


The season has finished for the Pats, 
and while some good football games re-_ 
main, there are plenty of things for us to 


look out for during the off-season. Firs 


there are some issues with the quarter- 


back position. Nobody is really sure 
how much longer it will take Tom I 
to sufficiently recover from the an 
cruciate ligament injury he sustained i 
Week 1. Meanwhile, Matt Cassel, who | 
an excellent job starting in plac id 
this season, will be a free agent, 
it seems likely that the Patri 
their franchise tag on him. 
that if Brady is on track to star 

beginning of the 2009 season, the Pz 
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As Rondo Goes, the Celts Go 


success overall. However, even with the 
occasional struggles of one of the Big 
Three members (Paul Pierce, Kevin Gar 
nett, Ray Allen), the Celtics have shown 
that they can still win. That is not the 
case when Rondo struggles. This comes 
to show how important to the team Rajon 
Rondo truly is. 

This season has been somewhat of 
a “coming-out-party” for Rondo. Though 
he put up respectable numbers in his first 
two seasons, Rondo is averaging career 
highs in almost every category this year. 
He is averaging 10.8 points per game, 7.8 
assists per game, 2.2 steals per game and 
4.8 rebounds per game. He ranks eighth in 
the NBA in assists per game and fourth in 
steals per game. He even ranks fifth in the 
NBA in triple-doubles with six so far. 

Despite all of the success that he 
and the Celtics have had, Rondo has still 
been the subject of criticism by many 
of NBA’s analysts. He has been largely 
criticized for his shooting ability, his in- 
experience, and has often been considered 
“overrated,” since he is surrounded by 
perennial All-Stars like Pierce, Garnett, 
and Allen. Gary Payton, an analyst and 


loss to BC, the Tar Heels defeated all of their 
opponents by a margin of at least 25 points 
a game, with their closest “contest” coming 
against nationally-ranked Notre Dame, a 
game that North Carolina won 102-87. The 
Big East Conference might be the most im- 
pressive in the country; the Top 10 teams in 
their conference all have great chances 
to make it into the NCAA tournament 
in March. 

TEAM TO BEAT: There was talk 
that North Carolina would go undefeated, 
be the greatest team in Tar Heels history, 
perhaps even challenging Indiana’s 1976 
undefeated team for historical significance. 
With the loss to BC, all of the undefeated 
talk has been silenced and the Tar Heels 
can focus on winning a national champion- 
ship. Led by three-time All-American and 
reigning National Player of the Year, Tyler 


will be able to acquire some draft picks 
in exchange for Cassel. If Brady’s injury is 
more severe, however, the Pats can look 
to retain Cassel for the season and then 
move on from there. 

The biggest concern for the Pa- 
triots is the loss of management staff. The 
first person to leave was Offensive Coor 
dinator Josh McDaniels, who moved over 
to Denver to take the helm of a Broncos 
squad that was led by Mike Shanahan. The 
decision by the defensively challenged 
team to hire an offensive-minded coach 
seems suspect, and the Pats probably will 
not miss him that much. Former Director 
Player Personnel Scott Pioli defected 
‘Kansas City.to become the Chiefs' 


. General Manager. Working under Head 
Coach Bill Be lichick, Pioli has been a very 


fairly sc solid, withae 


_fully will do so 


~ cornerback Nmandi Asomugha, who is 
n, considerable i improvements = 
are needed, ele on the defensive __ be highly coveted if he enters the market. 


Finally, we seem to have a solid safety duo 


up the lanes and the3 


former NBA great, remarked, “I respect 
the man’s game, I’m just saying, man, he 
got put into a situation.” After hearing 
Payton say this, Rondo has done nothing 
but prove his critics wrong as he continues 
to play excellently. 

He has the poten- 
tialto be astarin the 
NBA, and hope- 


as a Celtics 
player in the 
future. One 
might con- 
sider him to 
be “like a box 
of chocolates,” for 

you will never know 
what you will get 
from him. Celtics 
Coach Doc Riv- 
ers said that Rondo 
“brings his best game 
and his best focus 
every night.” If this 
consistency continues, 
Rondo will surely grow 
into something special. 


vy Mike yee Tr 
a Writer — 


‘the third overall fick by the Atlanta 
Icons in the 2008 NEL Wes He has 
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Hansborough, the Tar Heels will be very 
tough to stop. 

BOSTON COLLEGE: After a 
dismal 14-17 season last year, the Eagles $ 
have bounced back and are currently 13-3 | 
with the ACC season just beginning. Led Was GF 
by senior All-ACC guard, Tyrese Rice, the } vung uate shack ability to lead the 
Eagles are athletic and small, but also dis- _ fr — success, 
ciplined. The Eagles have ten sophomores 
and freshmen on their roster, but the 
potential of this young team has displayed _ 
flashes of some beautiful basketball this — 
season, including their stunning 85-78 
victory against North Carolina at Chapel _ 
Hill. Recently, Miami-Florida knocked 
off No. 17 Boston College, 77-71, at Conte 
Forum. The Eagles must avoid repeating 
their performance against Miami-Florida | 
or else they'll find themselves sitting at 
home come mid-March. 


so once agai . 
arter e' even before 


a aides nee 
cad | the Falcons 


they have to bring players out of retire- — 
ment to start games and play consider 
able minutes. 

Players such as Tedy Bruschi have 
sadly lost a considerable amount of speed, 
making them liabilities in coverage. Jerod 
Mayo (this year’s Defensive Rookie of the 
Year) and Gary Guyton will hopefully con- _ 
tinue to make an impact, andthe recovery _ 
of Adalius Thomas should help out. More 
depth, however, is neéded to shore up this 
position, which,is-pivotal in the base 3-4 _ 
scheme that Beli a likes to use. The | 
secondary also needs a bit of help i in terms 
of depth, especially at the cornerback 
position. Losing Asante Samuel (last year’s 
league leader in interceptions) proved — 
to be horrible, as this year’s starters, 
Ellis Hobbs and Deltha-O’Neal;.proved 
incapable of handling the load. While it 
seems highly unlikely that he will leave 
Oakland, New England’s interests would 
be best served trying to acquire shut-down 


- they wanted | to do, I was 
him. And frustrated and 


is great success, Matt Ryan 
ed surprisingly modest, poised, 
des on 1. and ae the field. ae 


_on the eae side oe the ball iG alot 
of oor who can make plays.” 


Year Award, Ryan humbly Reached, “Pm 

certainly flattered. There’s a number of 
guys who had great rookie seasons this 
year, so to even be mentioned in that light 
is nice. It’s certainly a great honor, and I 
think it speaks to what we did as a team 


eligible for free agency this year and will 


ith James Sanders and Brandon Merri- a year.” 
ather, Jr., but one thing to look at will — The Pitan & seem to have made a 
be what Rodney Harrison ‘decides to do superb choice in drafting this young quar- 
with his fu that he has terback to lead their team in the future. 


season with the With the e Rookie of the Year trophy under_ 
pan his thirties, itt hi is in the b 


=< 
he 
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Boston Latin School Argo 


Stupidity Runs Wild i in Pros Too 


Do not cheat on your hot wife with. 
50-year-old Madonna. That’s just gross, 
and not to mention pretty stupid (see: 
Alex Rodriguez). . 

Do not try to steal back your sports 
memorabilia by force. Just use eBay (see: 


By RENE REYE s, I 


Sports Epr TOR 


STOP THE PRESSES! IT’S NOW 
OFFICIAL! Sports’ Steroid Era has 
been replaced by the nas Era. Cur 
rent and for 
mer athletes § 
everywhere 
are popping 
up in jail, po- 
lice stations, 
hospitals, 
courtrooms, 
congressional 
hearings, and 
league offices 


of the guys 
who date 
, your ex-girl- 
friend, even 
if, as you say, 
she does go 
around (see: 


to explain Sean Avery). 
their ill-ad- Do 
vised actions. not partici- 

Eigevere <pate in dog 
are a few tips fighting (see 
for embattled IT'S VICK'S TURN TO BE IN THE DOG POUND Michael 


athletes to 
help them make smarter decisions, avoid 
injuries, but most importantly, stay out 
of trouble: 

Do not bring an illegal firearm into 
a club, drop it by accident in your sweats, 
and then shoot YOURSELF with it in the 
thigh while you’re trying to reach for it 
(see: Plaxico Burress). 

Do not take your teammate’s illegal 
gun across state lines (see: Antonio Pierce, 
Plaxico’s teammate). 


Vick). 

Do not lie to a grand jury (see Barry 
Bonds and his BALCO homies). 

Do not let your personal trainer 
inject you or your wife with anything (see: 
Roger and Debbie Clemens). 

Do not let your personal trainer 
keep whatever needles or bottles he used 
for those injections (see above). 

Do not change your name to the 
Spanish translation of your uniform num- 
bers, unless you’re expecting such a hor 


1 Red Sox Hot 


By MARSHALL CALDERA, I 
SPoRTs Eprror 


From the excitement of almost sign- 
ing Mark Teixeira to seeing him don the 
pinstripes in New York, this off-season 
has had many ups and downs. The Gold 
Glove first baseman’s choice would make 
matters even worse as the Evil Empire had 
already reeled in pitchers C.C. Sabathia 
and A.J. Burnett. With over 500 million 
dollars committed to those three players 
(enough for Ethiopia to live on for 20 
years), many in Red Sox Nation found the 
Red Sox nonchalant, borderline frustrat- 
ing. Their response, however, was shrewd, 
unconventional and will very much make 
or break the 2009 season. 

After acquiring Ramon Ramirez to 
begin the Hot Stove season, the Sox would 
bring in starting pitcher Brad Penny to fill 
the void left by Paul Byrd in the pitching 
staff. Penny, a former Dodger, had an injury 
filled season last year after 16 wins in both 
his 2006 and 2007 campaigns. While he 
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Editor-in-Chief 
Eagles over Steelers 
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gives the Soxa strong power pitcher with All 


Star experience, competing in the ae 


League East gauntlet may 
prove to be a challenge 
for Penny, who spent 
his entire career in the 
National League. Expect 
Penny to be an average 
pitcher, but one whose 
contributions will be 
solid from the fourth or 
fifth slot in the rotation. 
If he does not perform 
well enough, Clay Buch- 
holz is just a shot down 
I-95, waiting for another 
shot at the Bigs. 


rible season that you need a new identity 
(see: Chad Ocho Cinco). 

Do not go clubbin’ with Pacman 
Jones. There’s a good chance you'll be ar- 
rested by the end of the night. — 

Do not play Guitar Hero during the 
season. You'll strain your arm and be out 
for three games of the American League 
Championship Series (see: Joel Zumaya). 

Do not drive under the influence 
(see: most recently, Charles Barkley). 

Do not gamble on your respective 
sport (see: Pete Rose and NBA referee 
Tim Donaghy). 

Do not head-bump a cement wall 
in celebration of a touchdown. The wall 
always wins (see: Gus Frerotte). 

Do not cel- 
ebrate after mak 
ing a 42-yard field 
goal that puts your 
team ahead 3-0 in 
the first half of 
a regular season 
game. History tells 
us you'll land awk- 
wardly, tear your 
ACL, and blow 
out your knee (see: 
Bill Gramatica). 

Do not ride 
a motorcycle with- 


"PLAX: FROM SUPER BOWL HERO TO SUPER LOSER 


berger). 

Do not bite anyone’s ear off during 
a fight (see: Mike Tyson). 

Do not sleep with a woman who is 
not your wife. You're going to get accused 
of rape (even if it was consensual) or even 
worse, contract a sexually transmitted 
disease (see: Kobe Bryant and Magic 
Johnson). 

The next time you're in Baptish: or 
chemistry class, and you just said some- 
thing that made no sense and some of your 
classmates laughed at you, don’t worry 
about it. Former baseball player Carl Ey- 
erett once said, “God created the sun, the 
stars, the heavens and the earth, and then 
made Adam and Eve. The Bible never says 

c @ anything 
about di- 
| nosaurs. 
Youcan’t - 
say there 
were di- 
nosaurs 
when 


ally saw 
Adam 


out a helmet, even if you might “go out” 
in life as the quarterback of the reigning 
Super Bowl champs (see: Ben Roethlis- 


and Eve. No one ever saw a [yrannosaurus 
rex.” Your comment couldn’t have been as 
stupid as his, right? 


stove Report 


Burnett, despite him not.returning until 
May at the earliest. He brings grit, lead- 

™ ership, and experience 
on top of his amazing 
talent, which will give 
the Olde Towne team 
four potential All Stars 
in their starting pitching 
rotation alone. 

Just as Smoltz an- 
nounced his intentions, 
Rocco Baldelli agreed 
to a one-year deal, join- 
| ing our outfield corps 

Bas a backup. The New 
2 England native was also 
re-diagnosed with chan- 


Maybe an even 
more interesting player coming to the 
Sox is veteran pitcher John Smoltz. The 
surefire Hall of Famer is also coming off 
an injury ridden 2008, and it does not help 
matters that he is turning 42 soon. If he 
does come back healthy, however, he will 
be a better acquisition than Sabathia or 
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nelopathy, a less severe 
disease as opposed to his first diagnosis 
of mitochondrial myopathy. This means 
that the occasionally severe fatigue he 
would suffer from the genetic disease is 
now treatable. If indeed healthy, he will 
provide a great backup, since he once was 
a \300 hitter that showed 20+ homerun 
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potential. And shortly after him, General 
Manager Theo Epstein would add former 
Dodger’s closer, Takashi Saito, to a re- 
vamped bullpen. Saito, like the rest of 
the off-season moves, is a low risk, high 
reward player that if he pans out, will 
give Boston another closer-caliber pitcher 
to join other relief stars like Papelbon, 
Masterson, Okajima and the previously 
mentioned Ramirez. 

Each player has some obstacle to over- 
come going into 2009. If any of these play- 
ers return to form, they will tremendously 
improve a team that was one win away from 
back-to-back World Series. If most of them 
do, then the front office’s Plan B will look 
better than Plan A (Teixeira). The AL East 
as awhole got a lot tougher with the Yankees 
going ona spending spree and the Rays reel-,. 
ing Pat Burrell into their lineup. This may be 
one of the most unpredictable years that we 
have ever faced in a significant amount of 
time. Whether the Red Sox make the post- 
season Or not, it is going to be quite the ride 
as they approach another October. 


Denise Nguyen 
A&E Editor 
Cardinals over Ravens 


Caroline Draper 
News Editor . 
Eagles over AFC 


Mr. Malcolm Flynn 
Faculty Advisor 
Eagles over Steelers 


